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appeals only by special leave. In the past
it has frequently happened that paltry mat-
ters have been litigated right to the Full
Court, sometimes greatly to the detriment
oi' one of the parties, who was unable to
stand the expense. At the present time a
litigant mnight have judgment given against
him in the local court in a matter involving
some trifling amount. He has an absolute
right of appeal to the Full Court and, if
he wins, hie is entitled to receive costs, which
may amount to anything between £30 and
£40. 'Chat is wrong. 1-, petty matters it
should he possible to reach finality speedily.
Even where the amount involved is small,
there might be an important principle at
stake, and it should be possible for a litigant
who claims that an important principle is
involved to obtain leave of the court to ap-
peal. In that event the court would pro-
liably say, "We agree that an important
principle is involved, although the amount
at issue is only a few pounds. We shall
allow you to appeal, but you will have to
pay thle costs." That might happen in a
tas where a powerful corporation had sued
some apparently poor person for a small1
sum. .ludgmeut might be given against the
corporation, who would dlesire to appeal.
The Full Court would probably hold that,
while there was a principle to be deter-
mined, if the powerful corporation wanted
to drag the poor person into the-Full Court,
where he could not afford to go, they would
have to pay the costs, It is thought the
alteration proposed in this Bill will prevent
a lot of unnecessary and frivolous appeals,
without causing any hardship or defeating
the ends of true justice. When the Bill is
in Committee a new clause to-amend Section
1.11 will be moved. It is purely a technical
one concerning -the extension of the powers
of the Supreme Court on appeal. Anything
else iii the Bill -will be explained when the
Bill is; in Committee if members will be good
enough to give me prior notice of their
queries. I move--

That the Bill be now read a secon.t dline'.

lion. A. Lovekin: Is there any provision
for limiting the cost?

The MINISTER FOR, COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: No.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

Rouse adjournedi at 5.30 p.m1.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
P.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-LAWYERS AND
CLIENTS.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Attorney
General: 1, is he aware that an Act to
protect the public in their financial dealings
with lawyers has been approved in New
Zealand, and that a similar Act is under
consideration iii Viutoria? 2, Having in
view different instances where moneys en-
trusted to certain Western Australian
lawyers for investment have been misap-
propriated and clients, ruined, will he advise
whether it is his intention to introduce a
similar measure? 3, If so, when?7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2 and .3, The matter is now under
consideration.

BILLS (3-flRST READING.

1. Stamp Act Amiendmnent (No. 2).

2. Stamp Act Amendment (No. 3).
Introduced by the Premier,

3. Reserves.
Introduced by the -Minister for Lands.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1930-31.
Message from the Governor received and

read, transmitting- the Loan Estimates for
the year 1930-31 anid recommending ap-
propriation.
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IN Committee of Supplyi.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimates; Mr. Richardson in the
Chair.

'Vote-fl apart mental, £134,252:

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. Sir James Mitehell-Northam)
[4.40]. In the past one has always brought
down the Loan Estimates feeling a good
deal of pleasure in asking the Committee to
authorise the expenditure of a large sum of
money on necessary works throughout the
State. To-day the position is entirely dif-
ferent when the Loan Estimates are going
through, because it is difficult to know
where to turn to get the money. It has fre-
quiently been said that government is finance
and finance is government, but to-day the
Government hove not as much finance as we
have been accustomed to. At such a time
there are two points we have to remember:
One is the limitation set to our ability to
borrow; indeed, our ability to borrow was
terminated when we entered into the Finan-
cial Agreement. The other point is that,'
when we try to borrow, we have to look to
our ability to pay interest. This must be
kept in mind in the future. It is unfor-
tunate that 'we should have this to think of
at a time when the need for development is
greater than ever it has been. Actually,
our national income should bie increased from
the £25,000,000 that we have been accus-
tomed to get from the soil, to £30,000,000,
even on the falling prices. But we cannot
now borrow the £4,000,000 per annum,
which has been our average borrowing for
a number of years past, and so we must in-
crease production from the soil if we are to
maintain our standard of living and provide
the income necessary for the sustaining of
the industries established within the State.
The national income, of course, is maae up
of all that we produce in the State, from
primary industry principally, and a little
from manufacturing. Whereas in the past
we were able to borrow a considerable
amount against our national income, to-day
the Treasury is bare, and the last farthing-
has really gone. Moreover, the Federal
Glovernment's borrowing ability has been
wiped out. Such money as may be bor-
rowed must be borrowed with the concur-
rence of the Loan Council, and at their re-

qjuest by the Federal Treasury. Ouir right
to borrow has been surrendered to the Loan
Council.

I hope that presently our Under
Treasurer will go East to consult with the
Federal Treasurer. Mr. Simpson will then
make an endeavour to obtain cash to re-
iilace some of the trust funds we have used
to spend on loan works, In the loan ex-
penditure to the 30th June last there was
a shortage of £3,500,000; that is to say, we
have spent £3,500,000 more than was raised
for us, some by way of advances in Lon-
don by the Federal Government on the bor-
rowings from our own trust funds. I have
already explained that in the past we were
Cree to do our own borrowing. We then
used such funds, and particularly the over-
draft in London, replacing it as we could
by borrowing when the market became fav-
ourable. Also 'the Under Treasurer will con-
sult with the Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank regarding temporary advances. Those,
I think, can be arranged, and will help us
to carry on some of the works. WP can
overdraw our banking account here by
£700,000 but it will he necessary to arrange
for further finance pending the borrowing
of additional sums of money. Government
finance is largely influenced by trade, par-
ticularly by outside trade. The earning
power of the moneys invested in the rail-
ways and other utilities depends aontirely
upon trade activities. There is very little
connection between Government and private
finance. It seems to me that private finance
will become easier long before the finances
of the Treasury. It was customary to use
such balances as we had at our disposal to
meet shortages under revenue and Loan ex-
penditure. That cannot be done now. It
works in this way: The Forests Department
had a credit balance at the Treasury at the
end of June of £54,000. The Conservator in-
formed me that he had this sum to, spend,
He baa a great many men engaged in work
wn one way and another. I asked him where
the money was, and he told me it was at
the Treasury. I said he would only find an
entry there, because the £54,000 wviild not
be available to him. There was an item of
£293,000 at the 30th June in connection
with loan repayments. That money was also
used on loan workis prior to the 30th June.
Under the Financial Agreement nil repay-
ments of loan moneys must be made to a



[16 Oarosna, 1930.109

special account and re-appropriated by Par-
liamient. It will be noticed that whilst our
borrowings my be limited to £2,750,000, 1
have included £250,000 for Joan repayments
so that certain work may be carried on. It
is impossible to touch such expenditure until
that refund has been made. There arc the
entries at the Treasury but not the money.
There is another entry, "Sale of Govern-
mneat property £C322,3d71."1 That is in the
satme position. The amount asked for to
meet new expenditure is £2,237,752. To
clear last year's loan suspense expenditure
a sum of £C200,543 is required, making a
total of £2,438,295. I hope before the year
is out we shall be able to get a little more
money. Out of what is raised and what we
may add to this limited sum, I 3m asking
for authority to carry out certain works.
Last year's loan expenditure was £3,693,052,
and the total of the present Loan Estimates
is £:2,438,295. It is extremely difficult to
get Joan money at present. It will he found
that many of the usual votes have disap-
peared. Loan expenditure must earn inter-
est and sinking fund within a reasonable
period of the completion of the work. That
is absolutely essential if we are to meet our
interest bill. If our loans had to be re-
newed on the present market price, our in-
terest bill would automatically go up by
£E1,000,000 a year. I hope before any con-
siderable amount of our loans falls due, the
rate of interest will have decreased. The
limitation of loan moneys wvill affect wvorks
that require an annual vote from the Loan
Yaund. The Leader of the Opposition will
appreciate the position when I mention im-
provements to opened railways, on all of
which a considerable amount has been spent
during the last two years. The electricity
supply is a responsibility that we undertake
and that we have to honour so far as we
can.

There is also the question of the metro-
politan water supply, sewerage and drain-
age and the expenditure thereon within the
metropolitan area. These responsibilities
render the position very diflicult. Mloney
tanint be tound, and we cannot provide
all the water supplies and do all the other
Work aecessary within the metropolitait area.
I would point out that the people oft that
area find the interest and sinking fund on
such moiney is as expended on their account.

I hope members representing the Metropoli-
tan area will realise that for the moment
it is not possible to add to the work which
means additional water supplies and other
conveniences for their electors. The de-
velopment of agriculture must suffer so long
as there are these loan-raising restrictions.
In these directions our responsibilities re-
main, but our means of meeting them have
for the moment disappeared. I want to
make it clear that even for work that is
provided on these estimates, money may not
hr available. It will be available in a limited
way, and works will be carried on, and some
to completion. There are works which are
nearing completion such as the Oeraldton
harbour and certain railways. We want to
finish them so that they may earn interest.
I am sure members will agree it is right that
as much as possible of these funds as are
uvailable will he spent on wages. We shall
buy as little as may he from overseas. We
cannot afford to buy many rails or other
expensive material from overseas or the
Eastern States while loan money is so scarce.
In February of last year the Loan Council
thought that £24,000,000 would be raised in
Australia. Our share of this was to have
beea £E2,800,000. At the last meeting of the
Loan Council it became necessary to reduce
the amount to £15,000,000 and our share be-
came approximately £1,750,000. To this, as
I have explained, will be added the amount
available from loan repayments account.
Portion of the loan programme has already
been raised. If the Loan Council can raise
more money, all will be well with our loan
expenditure; otherwise 'we shall have to re-
duce expenditure accordingly. The proposed
expenditure this year is very largely for the
development of the agricultural areas in
order to overtake importations of food sup-
plies. There are always commitments by the
Agricultural Bank which have to be hon-
oured. They usually amount to a large sum,
of money and represent anthorisations for
work to be carried out. I do not know what
the amount is to-day hut generally a large
sum is never called upon. Farmers who
have had authorisations may find, owing to
the unfortunate outlook of the market, that
the work cannot be proceeded with. We may
have to cancel many of the authorisations
as there seems to be no chance of using them.
N'otwithstanding that, certain funds will he
made available under authorisations every
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week. The proposed expenditure of
£C2,237,752 is made up Of-

Departmental
Railways, tramways, etc.
Harbours and rivers
Water supplies
Development of goldfields
Development of agriculture
Roads, bridges, etc .

f
134,232
496,000
I 13,00t)
227,000

31,000
1,09g,500

107,0041

Under the heading of "Development of
Agriculture" we have asked for £1,099,500.
This represents almost half of the total
provision OnL the Estimates. This is made
up of Agricultural Bank capital £820,000,
soldier settlement £45,000, Industries Assist-
ance Board £50,000, a total of £915,000;
group settlement advances, etc. £120,000,
roads and drainage £20,000, a total of
£140,000; Lands Department, surveys,' etc.
£34,000, sundries £10,500, a total Of
£C1,099,500.

The interest on advances by the Commion-
wealth for soldier settlement is to be
reduced from December next to 5 per cent.
There will be a consequent reduction of the
interest which, under the Act, is to be
charged to soldier settler;, to 51/ per cent.
A reduced amount has been set down for.
group settlement. A great deal of
the group settlement is passing over-
to the control of the Agricultural Bank. As
a matter of fact, the bank is controlling most
of the group areas now. The number of
group holdings at present is, 1,722, and the
number assessad is 1,415. The valuation
board are now engaged in making assess-
merits and should complete their job by the
end of November. A number of holdings
have changed hands since the valuations -were
made. In one case a settler received £:200
for his equity. There are on the group hold-
ings to-day more than 23,000 bead of cattle,
2,700 horses and 7,000 pigs in the possession
of sattlars. The field staff has been 'reduced
by more than half. The result of the work
in the South-West has been felt this year.
I believe we sAil produce enough butter to
fill our requirements for seven months of the
year, and a good deal of that which is re-
quired f or the other five months. It is ex-
pected wer shall be exporting butter within
the next two years. For railway;, tramways,
etc., £496,000 is provided, the amount being
allocated as follows :-Conpletion of Kulja
Eastward line £00,000, Lake Grace-Karlgarin
£75,000, Bridgetown - Jarnadup extension
£00.000. The Kulja Eastward and Lake

Grace-Rarigarin lines are being built to
carry wheat, some of -which is now produced
at a distance of 40 miles from the railway,
an impossible distance to cart. Even with
a big crop the cost of cartage represents an
extremely heavy charge.

The Wiluna rail~iar to date has
cost E394,587. There is a balance
-tiII to be provided, but that wvill

have to stand over until finances are easier.
The heavy mining machinery is now at
Wiluna, and crushing is expected to start in
April of next year. Then we may expect
that the earnings of the railway will be more
than they have been up to date, So far they
have just about covered running costs, and
thus the Treasury this year is left to pro-
vide interest, about £C25,000. The traffic is
at present being carried by the M1inister for
Works. I hope that when gold production
at Wiluna is in full swing, the line will pay
its way. One bears satisfactory reports of
the position at Wilun&, the only trouble
being that the gold is not being won at the
moment. I understand that with the new
methods of development at Wiluna, 'when
c;rushing starts the tonnage crushed will be
consi'derable. The expenditure by the in-
Ing company has been enormous, so that the
preparations for crushing a considerable
tonnage must be fairly advanced. We have
set down £100O,000 for rolling stock, which
will be necessary owing to the ever-increasing
harvest; £79,000 for rails and fastenings, of
course, aL very small amount comparatively;
£50,000 for improvements to opened rail-
ways,--a good deal of money having been
spent on improvements during the past few
years,' we can go easy f or a time; £15,000
for water supplies; and £30,000 for three
new lines, Boyup JBrook-Cranbrook, Brook-
ton-Dale, and Yarramony. The ax-Minister
for W orks failed in his duty when he said
he had command of enormous sums of
mnoney.

Mr. .McCallums: If so, I am not singular
in that regard.

The PREMIER: I1 think the bon. mem-
ber is. Work on the Fremantle and Gerald-
ton, harbours is naturally curtailed. Sixty-
four thousand pounds is provided for Fre-
mantle, anid £C50,000 for Geraldton, as eciut-
pared with £100,000 and £97,446, rez'pee-
tivielv, last year. The trouble with harbour
works seems to be that one never doe-. fix
the total amount to be spent. At Frenntle
rkoney has been spent duiag all tin' 25
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Years I have been in Parliament, and I
dare say there was considerable expenditure
before that time.

Mr. Willeock: Yes, 10 years before that
time.

The PREMIER: I believe there are har-
bours which hare existed for 200 years and
on which there is still expenditure. I sup-
pose it will be so here.

Mr. McCallumn: It is a good sign.
The PREMIER: Yes, if it means trade

increase. The member for Roehourne (Mi.
Teesdale) is not here to-day, hut he will

be0 glad to learn that provision has been
again made for the Point Phillip jetty, as
well as for sundry minor works in outer
ports. We can only provide £63,850,' equal
approximately to half the amount spent
last year, £1l28,230, for metropolitan water
supply. The amnount covers the cost of
another bore and extension of mains. Of
necessity, work on the sewerage system has
been heavily curtailed. If funds arc avail-
able further areas will be connected with
the system. The system must be completed.
The people of the metropolitan area meet
interest and sinking fund, but the respon-
sibility for the works will remain with the
Government until the works; are handed
over to some form of authority created For
die purpose of controlling them-I do not
know whether it should be the local auth-
ority or some special board. Since this
State entered into the Financial Agreement,
our borrowing has been seriously curtailed;
and therefore these works ought to Pass
from the control of the Government to that
of some formn of lot authority. Water
supplies in agicultural areas have absorbed
a good deal of money diuring the past few
years. Last -year the amount spent waus
£654,415. This year the expenditure re-
quired is estimated at £100,000. including
additions to the Harvey irrigation scheme.
I may explain that in view of the inclusion
of those additions the amount available for
other irrigation works this year will not he
equivalent to the £54,000 spent last year.

There are some improvements and minor
extepnsions to the goldfields wvater supply
th-is year, as there always must be; and the
cost is estimated at £20,000. A much greater
amount is required by this undertakinir_.
The balance of the Work, £12,000, is avail-
able to the Minister for Works for country
wateT supplies, including, £6,000 for stock.
routes and a like amount for water supplies

for towns. I desire to call attention to the
reduction of the Vote for mining develop-
mnent. The amount is reduced front 489,61G
last year to £C30,000 this year. Of this ire-
duetion £E45,000, which in the past repre-
sented water concessions to the mines on
the Boulder line, will be found from the
Government Property Sales Fund. For the
past eight years this charge has been a
debit to the Vote for mining development.
It was never right that the amount should
be charged to loan. In any case, we have
agreed that loan money shall be spent only
on works capable of returning interest. For
the last eight years £360,000 has been
debited to loan, on which the State is pay-
ing interest. It is unfortunate that just
at this stage the Government should have
had to increase the cost of. water to the
miines, because there is evidence of consid-
erable improvements in the methods of
treating ore and mining generally at Kal-
g-oorlie, and one would like to encourage
the more enterprising of our people who
ave spent considerable money, particularly
the Lake View and Star, in reducing the
cost of treating their ore. Unfortunately'
the position is such that we can no longr
dehit to Ioan account any part of the cost
of supplying -water to the mines. There is
£80,000 provided on these Estimates becauise
Ilhere aire -vanious commnitments which weo
ishall have to honour. On those coini it-
inents I hope we shall be able to coillact in-
terest. Hon. members will find an item of
£100,000 representing capital For the
Workers' Homes Board. The State Sa)--
mills have a great deal of timber which
cannot be sold at the moment and may have
to be held in stock for a long time. There
is a shortage of houses in the country, and
many builders are out of work. Therefore
the Government thought this would be a
good time to build cheap workers' homes in
country towns. There will be no money to
find for timber, and it will be possible
to erect cheap cottages for workmen in]
various parts of the State. At Geraldton
the people are not keen on having this cheap
form of house. That I think unwise, he-
cause for £E250 a pereectly good house can
he erected. The rental is cheap, and the
house is comfortable.

Mr. Willeock: If the mmnicipalities have
a high value, theyv get more revenue.

The PREMITER: I am sorry the member
for Geraldton disapproves of the idea.
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Mr, Willcock: Individuals will be able
to make application, irrespective of any pub-
lic authority.

The PREMIER: I hope so, because I un-
derstand there is a shortage of houses in the
country, and these are cheap houses.

Mfr. Angelo: How far north will the
scheme extendI

The PREMNIER: To within two miles of
Carnarvon. Carnarvon is so well-built a
town that one hesitates to ask its residents
to accept houses such as those here in view.

.Mr. Angelo: You might give them a
chance.

The PREMIER: The Government way
do that. I hope we shall be able to erect
some of these houses at Herdsman's Lake,
in the metropolitan area generally, a few
at Harvey, and a few in each of the country
towns. Some years ago the Government
csonstructed houses of this type, and they
have all been occupied ever since. The Gov-
ernment would not undertake the -work if it
entailed any ;e, ash ouQa0, because 'these
Loan Estimates do not include any work
that will not earn interest within a reasonable
time. Last year's loan expenditure
amounted to £3,693,052, made up as fol-
lows:-

Departmental
Railways, etc.
Harbours -

Water supplies, etc..-
Development of Mining
Development of Agriculture
Roads and bridges, etc.
Other undertakings ..

£
204,241
846,352

*. 242,465
312,730

*. 91,312
1,654,302

*. 317,597
*- 23$953

£3,693,052

The principal avenue of expenditure last
year was as usual, the Development of Agri-
culture vote. Of that sum, the main
item -was additional capital, amounting to
£849,840, for the Agricultural Bank. The
expenditure on group settlements accounted
for £554,190, while on -roads and drainage
in connection with group areas, a further
£66,970 was spent. Provision -was made for
soldier settlement purposes amounting to
£46,318. The Loan Suspense Account was
drawn on by the Industries Assistance Board
to the extent of £1I50,344. Last year the
following railway lines were completed:-
Albany-Denmark extension;. Ejanding-
Northwards; Kalklliug-Ballfinch. A com-

meneement was made with the construction
of the Lake Grace-Karlgarin line and the
Bridgetown-Jaruadup extension. Although
the MIeekatharra-Wiluna line has not been
actually completed, and work has been sus-
pended for the time heing, traffic is being-
carried on hy the Public W"orks Department.
Further expenditure on the railways con-
sisted of-

Bails and fastenings
Improvements on opened railways
Water supplies on new lines
Surveys -

f
167,744
85,409
13,224
11,963

Improvements iii connection with the tram-
ways, principally for duplication and ex-
tension of lines and the construction of cars,
represented a further expeuditure, under the
railway heading, of £24,388. In connection
with the electricity supply, the following
expenditure was incurred:

Minor extensions and services .. 43,294:
Duplication of the Armadale main 12,471
Balance of cost of Fifth Unit .. 9,976

Here again I may explain that the Govern-
msent are to-day faced with the cost of add-
ing another unit to those already installed
at the East Perth Power House. As hon.
menmbers know,-, that involves considerable
expenditure, although the work pays. While
there is a slight profit, it is a matter of in-
convenience if, year after yea;, we have to
add, at very considerable cost, additional
power units. I feel certain that this will
continue as long as Perth grows and indus-
try expands. As hon. members are aware we
supply current not only for lighting and
household purposes, hut power for industry
as well. In connection with our harbours,
the principal works undertaken dining the
year involved the following expenditure:-
Fremantle harbour, £100,000; Oeraldton
harbour, £97,446. In addition £25,700 was
spent on a dredge purchased for work in
conection with improvements to the Swan
River. The cost of the work at Fremantle,
which had heen proceeding for some time,
was charged temporarily to Suspense Ac-
count. We allocated portion of that debit
to the expenditure vote, but there still re-
innins a balance in the Suspense Account.
In connection with the metropolitan water

spythere was spent last year £128,230,
while £94,140 was expended in connection
with the sewerage and drainage of the met-
ropolitan area. The halanee of the expen-
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diture in connection with 'water supplies
wa-_

Agricultural
Goldfields
Other country supplies -

I

16,987
18,959

This year we shall not have a considerable
amount to spead on road construction. Last
year we spent £260,953 of our own money
under the Main Roads agreement and we
received from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, £755,107, so that we spent over
£1,000,000 on the main roads last year. This
year the amount will not be more than
£C384,000, with the Commonwealth grant.
Many men who found employment on the
roads last year cannot possibly hope to find
so much 'work on the roads this year. Loan
expenditure on suchl work is barred by the ar-
rangement we have made with the Federal
Loan Council to spend loan funds on
works that will return interest within
a short period; and apart from that,
there are no loan funds available
even if that bar were non-existent. L~ast
year £15,018 went to provide fresh capital
for the State trading concerns and £8,935
was advanced to the Metropilitan Market
Trust. The latter amount carries interest
and will he repaid. There were other minor
itums of expenditure, as well as the usual
departmental charges. On the whole, I
think we canl fairly claim that last year the
loan expenditure was largely on work that
created permanent assets, from which we
mnay expect a return of interest. I have
already explained more than once that there
are solid and valuable assets representing
every penny of the money we owe to those
who hold our bonds- The loans raiised dur-
i ng the last financial year amounted to
£2,033,752, made up as follows-,--

I:
Commonwealth loans . .. 2,091,09r,
tUnder Migration Agreement .. 112,922
London Treasury Bills .. 729,7304

The total amount raised under that heading
was £,759,300 less than the expendituro, and
-this was made up from overdrafts, Conimon-
wealth advances and so on. In other word,
last year our loan requirements were short
raised by £759,300. I remind hon. members
that the accumulation af £3,500,000 goes
hack for several years during which our
loan requirements were short raised, and of
that amount, last year's short raisings rep-
resented £7159,300. Of the Commonwealth

loan of £12,415,490, which was raised in
June, we received £386,000 before June 30th
last, Duriug, this financial year we will re-
rt-ive £1,750,000 from the Commonwealth,
not necessarily in oil<, amount, and the pay-
wlent will, of course, be contingent on flota-
tion. Our total loan indebtedness as at
30th Juiie, 1930, amounted to £70,153,862.
We have paid £15,000,000 off that debt to
date. That money represented our own
funds and with that payment of £15,000,000,
we havo decreased our loan indebtedness to
an extent in excess of what nil the other
States of Australia have done in the aggre-
gate. It will be arced therefore that our
loan position is very comfortable. Natur-
ally we have lost loan funds in many 'way..
It could niot have been otherwise, spread
over all the years we have been borrowing.
Sonic of the works or utilities for which 'we
borrowed loan funds in the past have now
ceased to be of use. In any case, in pay-
ing off £15,000,000, we have repaid more
than has been lost on account of.- loan ex.
penditure ever since we inaugurated that
policy. That is entirely satisfactory, Works
on which we have spent our loan funds will
be capable of earning interest and sinking
fund charges, particularly when wo have
increased our population appreciably. The
expenditure of that money has made our
present population possible and it is rea-
son able that we should expect our popula-
tion to expand and thus return more to,
the Treasury to be paid off our loan in-
debtedness. The railways, in which has
been invested the largest proportion of the
loian expenditure, showved a deficit last year
of £496,004. This position should be im-
proved during the current financial yesr. The
point to be remembered by hon. members,
is that our total loan indebtedness is defin-
itely covered by the sinking fund provisions
under the Financial Agreement. Here again
is one small advantage we gain from that
agreement. The Federal Government have
undertaken to pay Y4 per cent. on account
of sinking fund requirements in connec-
tion 'with any new lons, and in addition
one-eighth per cent. on account of old
loans. That amounts to a Considerable sum
each year. The point I want to makce clear
is that evc-ry penny of our loan indebted-
ness is covered by the sinkiug fund, 'which
'will in tune wipe out our entire loan iii-
debtedness. I am afraid not many of us
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will be here then, but when that happy day
dawns the then Treasurer will be in a sat-
isfactory position.

Hon. P. Collier: Why be pessimistic.;
It wilt be only 58 years hence!

The PREMIER: When the Treasurer,
wakes up that day he will find his interest
and sinking fund charges bill considerably
reduced.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, he will be a happy
Treasurer in those days.

Mr. Angelo interjected.
The PREMIER: Perhaps the hon. mem-

her is right, but if the present tightness of
the money market persists, he will find it
difficult to raise money against the prospect
of paying off. the loan indebtedness.

Progress reported.

MESSAGES.
Messages from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriations for the
purposes of the undermnentioned Bills:-

1, Parliamentary Allowances Amendment.

2, Salaries Tax.

3, Winning Bets Tax.

4, Stamp Act Amendment (No. 1).

5, Land Tax and Income Tfax.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER. (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell-Northamn) [5.30] in moving the
second reading said: There are several Bills
dealing with salary reductions and taxation
increases, and if the House will permit, I
should like to make a few remarks setting
out the reasons why this taxation is needed,
and then briefly explain what provisions
will be found in each of the several Hills.
The adoption of that course will save time.
Members already know full well why these
Bills are introduced, and why the proposals
are necessary, but still some explanation
must be given. The Budget statement clearly

set out the financial position of the State.
We have agreed to balance the Budget.
There was really no merit in giving that
undertaking, because there are no funds
upon which we can draw to make good any
revenue shortage.

Mr. Wilicoek: I should not like to have
to pay the shortage at the end of the finan .
cial year.

The PREMIER: If we are short at the
end of the year, perhaps I may call upon
the hon. member. We must provide against
any shortage by making savings or impos-
ing additional taxation. Here are some
amounts that must he covered this year, and
that were not a charge against revenue last
year:

Deficit
Interest on deficit
Additional interest
Exchange on interest

transferred to London
paymenits

£,
518,000

1i,0c0
200,000

100,0o0

£849,000

That amount must be covered by some
means or other. A good deal will be covered
by savings within the departments; a good
deal, I hope, will be covered by improved
financial results from the railways. Last
year the interest shortage on railway opera-
tions was £496,000. This year we shall have
a tremendous wheat crop to handle, and I
hope a large amount of additional revenue
will be received from the haulage of it.
This, and the economies being practised in
the railways, should enable the department
to come near to balancing their accounts
this year. It is unthinkable that the enor-
mous amount of money invested in the rail-
ways can be allowed in future to do other
than lpay its way. It is impossible to call
upon the taxpayers to make good half a
million a year to meet the losses on the rail-
ways alone, to say nothing of another half
a million representing the losses on other
concerns.

Mr. Willcock: That is an entirely new
policy, running the railways as a commer-
cial concern, is it not?

The PREMIER: No, it is not.
Mr. Willeock: We have been running

them in the interests of the producers for
years.

The PREMIIER: We shall continue that
policy. Developmental lines cannot be ex-
pected to pay in the first year, but we shall
have to ensure that development of the land



[16 Qcoonn, 1030.) 10

is arranged for previous to laying down any
more developmental lines. It has to he re-
membered that spur lines, or developmental
lines, add traffic to the whole of the system.
Without them there would be mighty little
wheat traffic over the main lines.

Mr. Wilicoek: From a purely railway
standpoint, you would be better off without
them for a year or two.

The PREMIER: From a purely railway
standpoint, developmental lines cannot be
expected to pay in the first year or two,' but
we shall have to alter our policy with regard
to the construction of railways, because we
shall have to provide for the fairly early
development of the land adjacent to the
lines. Trouble arises from the goldields
lines, the results from which are so much
less certain. Rdgarding the Wiluna line, it
was necessary to risk the cost of building it
in the hope of opening up a magnificent
goldield. We realise that we took a risk
in that instance. Our trouble is that we
have nearly 1,000 miles of non-paying gold-
fields lines, lines built to carry the traffic
when we were producing £8,500,000 worth
of gold ayear. That state of affairs, how-
ever, cannot be avoided.

Mr. Willcock: In other States provision
is made for developmental lines.

The PREMIER: But that does not mat-
ter a jot; the money bas to come out of the
same pocket. In New South Wales railway
finance is kept apart from ordinary revenue
finance, but it makes no difference.

Hon. P. Collier: Except that it makes
the Treasurer's Budget look better.

The PREMIER: That is all it does. It
might be better if our revenue figures in-
cluded, not the expenditure and the revenue
of the railways, hut the result of the year's"
operations. Then each year we could add
the profit to, or deduct the loss from, the
revenue total. I suppose more often than
not it would be a matter of deducting a loss.
Here we show revenue collections amounting
to £10,000,000 a year. In a State with a
very small population, that sounds a lot of
money, but more than two-thirds of it is for
services rendered, so that the amount actu-
ally contributed by the, people in the form
of taxation is considerably reduced. Per-
haps it would be better to publish our finan-
ces in a form that would more clearly indi-
cate whether investments -were losing or
paying, and show the people just what they
are paying to the Treasury to meet ordinary

governmental expenditure, However, we
have not adopted that system to date. When
introducing the Budget, I explained that
savings were being effected. Under the tax-
ing measure which I shall present to the
House, the revenue increase this year will
be £81,000, and the reduced expenditure
£104,246. These totals are made up as fol-
lows:

Betting tickets
Sweep tickets
Winning bets .

Totalisator tax
Entertainment tax (extra.)

Totals

Yearly tax. Yield
thlis year.

5,000 3,500
5,000 .3,500

20,000 15,000
80,000 56,009

£124,000 £$i,000

The Parliamentary and salaries reductions
tax will produce the following amounts.

Yearly tax. Yield
this year.

£:
Salaries . .. .. 130,000
Parliamentary allowances 6,660

Totals . . £ 135,660

E
10!1,0I)0

4,245

Mr. Willcock: After all we have heard
about the reduction of Parliamentary sal-
aries, one wauild have thought it meant a
saving of about a inullion instead of £4,000.

The PREMIER: Some people seem to be
under the impresion that members receive
very high salaries. I have been in Parlia-
mnent for 25 years and in office for about
half that time, and I am satisfied many
critics would he very sorry if they had aver-
aged only the amount that has come to me
during that time, especially after deducting
the unavoidable expense necessary to attend
here. Last year the hospitals cost the Gov-
ernment £104,000. From this must be de-
ducted the revenue received fromn hospital
fees totalling £34,000. That left £70,001) to
be provided by the Treasury, plus the amuse-
ment tax of £37,000, a total of £107,000.
The new ta-x for hospitals is expected to pro-
duce £C156,000, which, together with the rev-
enue from hospital fees totalling £34,000,
will ]nake a total of £190,000.

ML~r. Munsie: That is, provided they collect
those fees.

The PREMIER: That may be a little un-
certain.

Mr. Munsie: They 'will he lucky to get
£4,000 instead of £C34,000 this year.
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The PREMIER: Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber knows more about that than I do. The
saving to the State will be the £70,000, which
was found by the Treasury last year, plus
Z37,000 from amusement tax, a total of
£107,000. If the hospitals get £190,000 this
year, as compared with £C107,000 last year,
they will be much better off. I am surprised
at the opposition that the member for Han-
nuns; (31r. Munsie) has more than once in-
dicated. Apart from the ordinary avenues
from which the Treasury draws money, the
trade contribution to revenue is helpful.
This source of revenue is drying up bit by
bit. I recognise that public and private
economy is essential. Large loan expendi-
tu-c means great advantage to the revenue.
There will no longer be large loan expendi-
ture; in fact, it will be limited. Con-
sequently, we shall lose this year from the
limited expenditure of loan money as wvell
as from trade contributions. The big de-
crease that will take place in income tax and
dividend duty collections, estimated at
£:150,000, will have to be made good by some
means or other. Members must realise that
in these bad times, and even in the present
year when we are taxing on last year's in-
comes, we cannot expect to receive anything
like the amount of taxation that the Govern-
ment received last year. Everybody has to
make sacrifices, and under these measures the
Government are asking the people to submit
to additional taxation, though it is very light
taxation. The civil servants have been asked
to make some sacrifice, and I believe they
are willing to do it. They are not being
asked to make anything like the sacrifice
that has been made by people outside the
service. Most of the big firms have had to
dismiss employees and reduce expenditure
considerably. The incomes of all classes of
traders have diminished. Farmers, in com-
mon with all other workers, are losing in-
come almost day by day. Everyone is losing
money and making sacrifices. There is every
reason why we should expect those who are
permanently employed to join in the sacri.-
fices that are being made by others. M1oney
is not now available for circulation, trading
concerns are losing and many employees
have been put off. Next year will be a bad
Treasury year; that goes without saying.

Mr. Mlunsie: It will be worse than this
year, we are told.

The PRE'MIER: Taxation will be imposed
on lower incomes, and the dividend duties
will be paid on this years. trading. Even

if we could do any hetter by increasing
taxation, the thing would be not to impose
the tax but to collect it. The Government
wilt have difficulty in collecting money from
those who owe land rents. Although those
rents are due to the Treasury as revenue,
naturally in these bad dines the Government
will be and must be lenient. 'Of necessity
this must be so, and it will be very difficult
to get in the money. The harvest will cer-
tainly improve trade; no matter what the
price for wheat is, the aggregate amount
received for it will, I should imagine, range
between £6,000,000 and £7,000,000. That
amount of money cannot bea circulated in a
small country like this without improving
trade. Rigid economy will still be necessary,
notwithstanding the sacrifices that axe made.
Last year's revenue expenditure may be
divided into several parts. Our interest bill
is £3,257,000, and we cannot take a fraction
off that. Salaries on revenue account amount
to £C2,241,000, and wages to £3,404,000. We
purchased goods on revenue account, railway
stores and other goods, to the value of
£1146,000. It seems an enormous suma to
expend in that way. A closer inquiry is
being made into that expenditure, and I hope
considerable savings will be effected there-
We are working to make savings along
definite lines. Of all the savings we can
make, those that will do the least harm are
in the way of goods purchased. We are not
buying more fromn overseas than can be
avoided, or from the Eastern States. There
are considerable stocks in store, aid from
those stocks and local purchases we hope
to be able to carry on throughout the year.
In order that members may know that every-
thing possible is being done to economise, 1
would point out that the Treasury staff is
being assisted by the officers of the ac-
countancy staffs of all the departments.
We have to keep in mind that we shall re-
ceive £E150,000 less this year from taxa-
tion, and next year the amount will be still
lower. Not only are business people and
farmers suffering, but all who were engaged
on loan works have lost their income, too,
They in common with traders and farmers
have lost the production they got from the
expenditure of loan moneys. This Hill will
interest members, and I hope will receive
the unanimous support of the House.

Mr. Penton: You bet your life it will
interest us.

The PRE3MR: I am sure it will.
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Hion. W.r A3 Johnson: You ever were an
optimist.

T he PLIB2VIER: When I look at the hon.
member, I am certain he will vote for the
making of this sacrifice. The member for
Victoria Park will also join in his willing-
ness to make some sacrifice.

Mr. H. W. Mann: He suggested the tax.
The PREMIER: There is provision for

a reduction of 10 per cent, on all Miniis-
terial and Parliamentary allowances of
every kind. This will include you, Sir, the
Chairman of Committees, the Leader of the
Opposition, and every one who has a seat
in this Parliament.

Mr. Withers; Everyone within the Gov-
erment net will be affected, and everyone
outside it will go scot free. Is that the
position?

The PREMIER: The bion. member sug-
gests that the only people who make any
sacrifices at all wvill be members of Parhia-
inent.

Mr. Withers: Oh no, I mean everyone in
the Government net.

The PREMIER: That is utter nonsensie.
Everyone is makcing a sacrifice. If the
hon. mnember imagines he cani get out of
doing his duty by the country by saying that
no one else is doing anything, or suffering
any reduction in salary, and that everyone
is getting what he had before, and making
what he made before, he is grossly mnistaken.
I do not suggest for a mnoment that mem-
brs of Parliament are overpaid at £C60) a
year. I should like the public to realise
what members of Parliament do for the
emoluments they receive. They should know
what it costs them to fill their positions and
the work they are called upon to do. The
work of a member is not done when he sits
in this House for a few hours on a fewv
days in the year. A great deal must be donie
by them day hy day. They are expected
to interest themselves in everyone in their
electorates, and do any-thing that any of
their electors ask them to do. It has to be
remembered that we cannot all live in Perth
and that most members have to keep two
homes, which is a fairly costly thing to do.

Mr. Millington: It does Dnot amount to
that exactly.

The PREMIER: A man receiving £400
a year in any fixed occupation is better off
than a member of Parliament receiving £660
a year, even if he has his home in Perth.
Trenmendous sacrifices will have to be made

b'y those who represent the people and are
helping ia the G3overnment of the country.
The public cannot imagine that all that a
miember does is to wander into the House,
listen to what has been said, say a little on
his account on this or that question, and
that this is the sum total of what he does.
'That is not my idea of the duties of a mew.-
her of Parliament. Whitst I :M"i J.oJp0sJg
a reduction in ;naianijent.-iry allowances,
that is not to say I think members arc ade-
quately paid at £600O at yzar.

Mr. Pe'nton: We have a good argument
against the Bill.

The PREMIER: I hope those "'ho arguec
against it will first satisfy their own con-
sciences, and secondly their constituents.

M~r. J. H. Smith: They will soon satisfy
their constituents.

Mr. Coverley: There is no doubt about
that. Look at the galleries. See what great
pu blic interest there is in the Bill,

Mlr. SPEAKER: Hon. members must re-
ftnin from intrrecting.

The PREMIE R: I am not concernedl
about the galleries. I am speaking to mem-
bers here. That is a sufficiently difficult
task when they are so unwilling to give
up anything in these difficult times. Minis-
terial salaries arc not included in this 'Bill.
but a similar reduction is being made und,-r
the Salaries Tax Bill. It is quite a simple
matter for members to understand. They
must know what will happen under the Bill.

Mr. Panton: Too right we will.
The PREMTER: The reduction in salary

"will be for 12 months, and at the rate of
10 per cent.

Mr. Panton: Where did you get the re-
trospective idea? I suppose that is the
argument you put up against the Industrial
Arbitration Bill.

The PREMIER: Hon. members can put
lip any arguments they please.

Mr. Pauton: Too right.
The PREIER: I would imprczg upon

members the seriousness of the present situ-
ation. I would ask them to consider what
aire their responsibilities to the people. It
will be exceedingly difficult to find money
to meet the ordinary services of Government.
t will be difficult because people outside
are not hy a long way as well off as they
were. If one imposed the taxation that som e
members seem to think desirable, it would
be difficult to collect the money-almost im-
possible. Apart from that, it would not be
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fair to increase' taxation. Traders and
other people do at times make more money
than salaried people. I believe that to-day
the man who is best off is he who has a
fixed salary and position. We bar-s gentle-
men in the community who draw Parlia-
mentary allowances.

Mr. Panton: Tell us where the fixed posi-
tion and the fixed salary come in for mnem-
bers, of Parliament.

The PREMAIER: I assume that the hon.
member's position is a very uncertain one,
and that he will not conme back here again.

3U. Panton: That is very fuauy, but I
asked you where the fxed salary eame in.

The PREMIER: I am not optimistic
enough to think the hon. member will never
see the inside of this House again.

Air. Panton: And I want to know where
the fixed salary comes in.

The PREMIER: May I ask, _Mr. Speaker,
if the hon. member is permitted to cross-
kvxamile me in this way'?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order.

Mr. Angelo: He really ought to know
better.

The PIREMIIER: MIany people enjoy a
fixed salary.

Mr. Panton: There arc many who have
had fixed salaries hut who are now ont of
work. I wonder where they are?

The PREMIER: The people most com-
fortably placed to-day are undoubtedly
those who draw an emolument of a charac-
ter than is fixed from One source or an-
other for a definite term. I have no doubt
that members will, on further consideration,
gladly make the sacrifice asked for by this
Bill in the interests of the country. J take
no pleasure in asking them to do ths; in-
deed, I am sorry to have to ask it.

Mr. Punton: Not half as sorny as wve
are.

The PREMIER: It is necessary that this
should he done, and that we should either
reduce our expenditure or find some means
to increase our revenue. This is one way
to help to balance the ledger. Even
if we had not promised the other
Treasurers in Australia that we would en-
deavour to balance the Budget this year, it
would still he necessary for us to do this,
hecau-ie there is no place from which we
can take any deficit unless we raG. e loan

money and fail to spend it. We have to
raise money by some means. It is a fair
thing, therefore, that members of Parlia-
ment should be asked to make this sacrifice.
it will represent a suim of £60 for 12 monthis
and will stop automatically. The-Bill pro-
vides that it shall endure for 12 months.
In South Australia, Victoria, and other
State;, a similar reduction has been made.
I suppose in the course of a few days
the Federal Government will come down
with a proposal to include a reduction in
salaries paid to members there. If this is
not done here we shall be the only Parlia-
meat in Australia that has not imposed
some disability upon its members.

Mr. Panton: The Goverunent would not
have the cheek to reduce the salaries of
civil servants unless they first taekleA memn-
bers; of Parliament. That is quite obvious.
They must use us as, a lever to work the
samne thing, upon civil servants.

The PREMIER: I am glad the hon. nen
her sees that much. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second timue.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate adt-
journed.

BILL-SALARIES TAX.

Second Reading.

THE PREIMR (Hon. Sir James
Mthell-Notham) [6.1Lj in moving the

second reading said: The Bill provides for
taxes on salaries and wvages in Government
aindl semii-Government departments, the
rate being £3 15s. per cent. on weekly
earnings up to and including £4 ills.,
£5 per cent. on earnings over £.4 10s. and
including £6, £6 5is. per cent. on earnings
over £E6 and including £8, £7 10s. per cent.
on earnings over £8 and including £13, £8
15s. per cent. on earnings Over £18 and in-
eluding £C19, and £10 per cent. on weekly
earnings over £19.

Mr. Willeock: The incidence here is dif-
ferent from that of the Parliamentary Al-
lowances Amendment Bill.

The PREMIE1RR: It is lower here.
Mr. Wilicock: By nearly half.
The PRE]MIER: Exemptions are provided

in the case of officers with dcpeadantq; such
officers wvill be exemipt up to £252 per an-
num. The tax is expected to yield .fU32,000
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in a full year. For the current year the
yield is estimated at £100,000. Care will be
taken to ensure that as little injury as pos-
sible is done to men in the Public Service.
Some of them have pension rights, and
those will be preserved notwithstanding the
reduction. 'The reduction is called a tax in
order to save the amount of the reduction
from further taxation. I move-

That the Bill be now read a saeond tinw.,

On motion by Ron, P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL--WINNING BETS TAX.

Secondl Reading.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir James
Mitehel-Northam) [6.5] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill will apply
only to bookmnakers licensed by the Western
Australian Turf Club or the Trotting Assoc-
iation.

Mr. Panton: Then those bookmakers will
go out of business3 and you will have no one
to tax.

The PREMIER: The measure provides
for the payment of the tax on all bets made
by such persons, no matter where made. The
tax will be at the rate of 6d. in the pound
or any part of a pound. The annual rev-
enue from the tax is estimated at £C5,000;
for the balance of the current financial year
the Government expect to receive £3,500.
The bookmaker must keep books and pro-
duct them to the Commissioner of Stamps.
The penalty for failure to keep books or
produce them as provided by the Act will be
£20, and a penalty of a similar amount will
be incurred in case of failure to book debts.
Power is given to the bookmaker to deduct
the tax from winners. Hon. members will
say that it is impossible to collect the tax.
However, we already make the bookmakers
stamp their betting tickets; and where bets
are booked they still pay the tax, although
tickets are not given.

Mr. 'Munsic: I can imagine the Govern-
ment getting £6,000 out of this! They will
be exceptionally lucky if they get a flyer.

The PREMIER: With the hon. member's
help, I believe the Government will get
£5,000.

Mr. Panton: The member for Hannans.
is our expert.

The PREM1IER: Perhaps we shall get
even at little more than £5,000. There is
considerable revenue now from stamps on
betting tickets.

Mr. Munsie: You can collect that, cer-
tainiy, but not this.

The PREMIER:- I dto not know why the
hon. member imagines that the bookmaker is
not an honest man.

Mr. Munsie: .1 do inot imagine anything
of the sort, and have never said so.

The PREMIER: The bookmaker now
brings in his books to the Commissioner
of Stamps and pays the stamp duty on
bets for which hie does not issue tickets.
I know that times are bad and that people
do not now bet in fifties and hundreds. We
shall not get as much from the tax as we
would have got if it had been introduced
,earlier. However, the people to whom the
measure refers should pay something more
towards the State's revenue than they
have done in the past. Betting is a kind
of luxury in which people will indulge. The
measure will not apply except to licensed
bookmakers, and bookanakers who to-day
use stamped betting tickets.

Mr. Sleeman: What about the -man who
collects a win on the totalisator?

The PREMIER: We aireadS' collect
conusiderably from him.

Mr. Sleeman: Not on his winnings.
The PREMIER: Yes. Where does the

money coma from to pay a winning bet
Mr. Mu~nsie: But you apply the total-

isator tax to those who 'lose as well as
those who wvin. That is not so under this
Bill.

The PREMIER: It is not intended that
the bookmaker shall pay this tax from his
own funds. It is intended that the tax
shall come from the winnings. When the
hon. mnember collects £20 on a horse and
?20 other people have each lost £1, he is
expected to hand the Treasurer 6d. out of
each £1 of the £20 the other backers are
good enough to present to him through the
bookmaker. The people! who pay the
various pounds will be the people who pay
this tax.

Mr. Sleesnan: If everyone bets on the
totalisator, you will get nothing at all
from this tax.

The PREMIER: I move--

That the Bill be now read a second tie.

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL-STAMP ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

Second Beading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell-Northam) [6,11] in moving the
second reading said: At present the stamp
duty is 2d. on a betting ticket issued by a
bookmaker within the grandstand en-
closure1 and t ,d. ona betting ticket is-
sued' elsewhere within the grounds of a
racecourse. The Bill raises those two
stamp duties to 3d. and Id. respectively.
Last year the revenue from this source
amounted to £6,286. This year we expect
a revenue of £10,000.

Air. Panton: This is really a tax on
the bookmaker. He does not pass at on.

Member: The punter pays all Tight.
Mr. Panton: The bookmaker has not

deducted this up to the present.
The PREMIER: He will pass it on by

gving shorter odds, occasionally. Every-
body passes on ever-y disadvantage he can.
If £6,000 is obtained from this source,
surely wve shall get £C5,000 from the tax on
winning bets. At all events, there are few
avenues of taxation still open. I shall not
be sorry if we fail to get a farthing of
revenue from either betting tickets or
'winning bets. Still, that is too much to
hope for. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-

journed.

Sitting suspended front 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell-Northam) [7.30] in moving the
second rending said: .1 need say very little
in presenting the Bill to hon. members.
It is precisely the samte as the Bill that
was agreed to last year. It provides for
the reduction of 33 1/3rd per cent, in in-
come tax, for the same reasons as those
advanced last year. As to the payment
of £300,000 from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, I do not know what next year
will bring forth. T hope that if the g rant

is continued, we shall be able to persist in
the reduetioa of taxation, I move--

That thc Bill be now read a second timec,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate,

adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1930-31.

in Committee of Supply.

Resiumed from the 14th October; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Vote-Laiids and Surveys, £66,709 (partly
considered):

HON. M. F. TROY (Mlt. Magnet)
[7.33] : For many years past optimism has
l'een the dominant note in the discussion of
the Lands Estimates. Until recently the de-
velopment of the agricultural and pastoral
portions of the State gave every reas!on for
,gratification, and confidence in future pros-
pects. The disastrous fall in the prices of
wheat and wool must necessarily re-act on
land selection and development, and that
there has been a considerable falling-oft in
land settlement is not to 'be wondered at.
The outlook to-day for agricultural and pas-
toral products is probably more serious than
at any previous period in the history of
the State. I felt that the good prices and
good seasons we had enjoyed for so long
could not, in the nature of things, last in-
definitely. On the other hand, no person
ever anticipated that prices would fall so
low or that products would become almost
urisaleable. If the present conditions do not
last too long, the experience may be henea-
ficial to the men on the land and to the State
generally. In these more progressive and
enlightened dlays, it is hardly to be expected
that men who have embarked on land ac-
tivitiesi will be content. with the isolation
and hardships that were endured by the
early settlers not only in Western Australia
hut throughout the Commonwealth. It can
be assumed that the material progress made
during the last 50 years has proved bene-
ficial to the muan on the land, but despite his
mnaterial advantagfes,, for successful land set-
tlement there is still necessary the virtues
for frugality, industryv and economy. The
goal of the land settler is the greatest in
the world. The goal is that of inde-
pendence. Any man who desires indepencl-
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eance-and most men do- must realise
that sacrifices must be made. The land
settler must make sacrifices in his at-
tempt, to attain that goal. During the
regimie of the Collier Government, there
occurred the most progressive era in the his-
tory of land settlement in Westeia Aus-
tralia. That is not generally understood
or appreciated. Between 6,000 and 7,000
settlers were put on the lend during that
period. That does not include the result
of the strenuous work carried out in the
group settlement areas, during the course
of which 400 settlers were removed from
locations and put on new blocks. The set-
tlers who wvent on the land duripg the tune
the Collier Government were in office 'were,
not all inspired with those principles I
have mentioned as essential if success is
to be achieved. Many entered upon their
task as a speculation. It was, as they
thought, a get-rich-quick opportunity, be
cause wheat was bringing good prices and
the industry generally was inost prosper-
O1i. Those persons, in my view, are the
people who to-day are most detrimentally
affected by present conditions. The condi
lions of settlement were easy inasmuch a2
the settler was given his land free for the
first live years and then the Agric~ult~ural
Bank stood behind him to the extent of a
maxinum of £2,000 to help him to develop
his property. A prudent and proper out-
look of life necessitated that settlers in that
position should do0 the improvements them-
selves and live on the advances from the
Agricultural Bank. I am of opinion that
had those settlers done the work them-
selves and lived on the bank advances, they
would have got through without undue hard-
ship and without suffering embarrassment.
Quite a large number of young men have
employed others to do the work for them.
They employed Southern Europeans in par-
ticular, and others when additional labour
was available. The result is that their lia-
bilities, after three or tour years' occupa-
tion of their properties, are 'greater than the
expenditure incurred in the early settlement
of the State, when, with more prudent work-
ing, properties were developed in ten years
or more. The class of settler to whom I have
referred is the most seriously embarrassed
in the State, and is at present a weakness
in our social fabric. The experience of those
people to-day, which I hope will not be too

long extended, will perhaps teach then that
there is no royal road to success. I' they
are to reach the goal of independence, they
will now know that greater personal sacri-
fices are required. In difficult times we should
extend our assistance to those who have
developed a proper' sense of responsi-
bility and if we pursue that course, it may
result in a more careful, prudent and econ-
omical type of settler. Tf that should follow
upon the present times of difficulty, the re-
suit will be of incalculable benefit to the
State in the future. There will be much less
money available for agricultural settlemnent
than in years gone by. In may opinion the
duty of the present Government is to see
that the money available is expended to the
best advantage and that the settlers most
deserving- of assistance are rendered aid first.
Very serious injury has been done to the
State in the past by sticking to men who
would not farm their properties properly,
and who, in some instances, were dishonest
in their relations 'with the State and with
the Government that assisted them. I hope
the Government to-day will not continue to
assist those men any longer, When I was
Minister for Lands, I stood behind the
trustees of the Agricultural Hank in their
removal of men of this type, because I
felt that those settlers 'would not be of any
use to the industry. I felt that they set a
bad example to their neighbours. In the
past, political pressure resulted in many of
the men of this type being carried on for too
long a period. A number of these settlers
were treated with most extraordinary gen-
erosity. Their capitalisation was reduced
while more frugal aild honest settlers are
still carrying their full liabilities. The ex-
ample set by that treatment wvas bad for the
neighbourhood in which such settlers resided.
It could not be expected in such circum-
stances that there would be a proper
appreciation of an administration that in-
sisted on the honest, hardworking, prudent
settler shouldering, his full liabilities while
his neighbour who did not attempt to
do so received the benefits I have
indicated. It is hardly expected that the
good type of settler will appreciate the
fact that his less honest neighbour has his
eapitalisation reduced and is carried by the
State from year to year. That sort of thing
has happened too long in Western Australia.
I shall be behind the 3Minister for Lands if
he adopts a policy that will prevent the con-
tinuance of what has been the practice for
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too long already. I am afraid he will be
embarrassed by some of his own follower.
During my term in office the trustees of the
Agricultural Bank were embarrassed by
Country Party members who frequently in-
tervened on behalf of the people of wvhom
I have been speaking. As there is not too
much money available, there is more need
for a sound responsible population on the
land, and the Government would be wise to
spend money only in rendering necessary
assistance to the most deservinog typeo
setters. I regret that the Minister will not
have an opportunity to help th2 producers
and promote land settlement under condi-
tions that have obtained formerly. I feel
sure that the Minister would have worthily
carried out the functions of his office and
done line work for Western Australia, but
he is handicapped because of lack of funds.
Probably that handicap will not be so scri-
ens if he applies himself to what I might
describe as "digging in." That is to say, it
may not prove so serious if he applies him-
self to the stabilisation of land settlement
that already exists, and puts it on a proper
and sound foundation. If he does that, he
will deserve well of Western Australia. I
have sufficient confidence in the M1inktcr to
know that he will do what he can in that
direction. During the last election, the
Premier told the electors he would see that
every Western Australian youth who wanted
land, would get it. That was one of his
many promises. He deplored the fact that
large numbers of young Western Austra-
lians could not secure land. Hec promised
definitely that he would see that everyone of
them was able to get laud. The time has
arrived in Western Australia when -we mnst
realise it will not be long- before there will
be no Crown land available for settlement
within an assured rainfall area. As hon.
mnembers know, the whole of the agricultural
areas throughout the State have been classi-
fied. That applies to all land within a reason-
able rainfall area, and to-day there is not too
much of that land available for settlement.
And that which is available for settlem(nunt
is in localities yet to he proved from an
agricultural standpoint, end too far distt
from an exiding railway. Somne of the
land available is that within the 3,500 faxing'
scheme area. That s-cheme, I think, should
not he gone on with at the present timne.
The time is not rjipe- for further expendi-
ture on that spheme. First of all the money
cannot be got, aind in the second pln(ce the

piroduct to he produced eannot he sold at
a reasonable price, or at all events not
at a price that would make farming in tRat
area profitable. So T think we mar vel
let that scheme lie in abeyance for the time
being, and in the meantime the Ghooli ex-
perimental farm, initiated by the Collier
Govcranment, and the Salmon Gums experi-
mnental farm may be looked to to dete-r-
mine whether the rainfall in that area is
sufficient for our purpose. I was never very
keen about the development of the whole
proposition at one stroke. My desire
,vas first to settle the country south froin
Southern Cross to Forrestania, to develop
that country and in the process of develop-
mueat have the adjacent country proved by
the Salmon Gums e-periuvental farm and
the Ghooli experimental farm. The only
other areas of land available are that run-
ning east from the Wongap. Hills railway
from WKulja northward ; and the area
north of Mullewa, and the area north of
TDartmoor in which the Minister iq con-y-
ing on an exlperiment initiated by the pre-
vious Government. For that I ommnend
him. I am very glad to find that his judr-
meat agrees with mine in that respect. I
hope- that in view of the low price which
is being paid for our wheat, settlement in
those areas -will not he embarked upon too
hastily-I refer more particularly to the
country north of Dartmoor-the area which
is inow being proved. I hope the Govern-
ment will not he encouraged, because of
scarcity of land, to emtbark upon settlement
in areas which may hie unsafe. I was very
much surprised the other day to find that
the lands in the vicinity of Lake Deborah
had been made available to selection. I
instructed that that land be withdrawn from
selection because I did not like the pros-
Ipeets. I think it is prcemature to put sat-
tlers in the Lake Deborah country, be-
cause there arc suifficient settlers in that
district to incur a very large liability and put
a heavy responsibility on the Governstent
unless the area L% proved to be capable of

production. So I think it very unwise to
throw open the Lake Deborah country for
selection. I withdrew it because I felt that
more knowledge was required of the rain-
fall before it would be a proper thingo
to put settlers on the land. The -Min-
ister now is pinning"! his faith to the del-
velopment of the area. We hnvu not too)
mlich money to spend on it. The M1inister
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has been criticised for his intention to
establish settlers in the Nornalup area. I
dio not propose to mak-c one of thle critics
in that regard. The Dcnmark-NXornnlup
rilway has been built, and in )ny opinion
it is only right that the areas should be
settled in order that tr2&e might come to
the railway. Furthermore, if the land
is good land, it shoul~d he developed, pro-
vided no undue expenditure is incurred in
se ttling men down there. But I want to
tell the Minister that I dependl upon his judg-
ment to settle good land. I hope he will not
be influenced to take inferior country, nd
that particularly he will not be influeneed
by the Premier. Just here let me with-
out any malice at all, say I have no
respect whatever for the Premier's judg--
ment of farming lands. I have had a re-
markable experience of the Premier and I
say this, despite the extraordinarily fav-
ourable publicity the Premier has received
fromn the Press of Western Australia: I
know no man in this country whose judg--
ment regarding land I respect less than
that of the Premier. I had the experi-
ence of having to reconstruct the whole of
the group settlement system on laud which
was decided upon after the Premnier's own
investigation. I am very glad indeed that
settlement which is now taking place jr the
Nornalup area is not under the administra-
tion of the Premier, hut is under the ad-
ministration of a practical man in the
present Minister for Lands.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You must rememilber
that another Minister was in charge of
group settlement between the Premier's ad-
ministration and. yours.

Hon. P. Collier: But that other Minister
did not profess to he a land expert.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That apology on be-
half of the Premier will not do, because
the Collier Administration did not select
the land, nor did it put the settlers on the
land. In my opinion there is no man other
.than the Premier, who, having any regard
for the country or for the future of
the settlers, would have placed settlers
on the land included in a great portion of
the group settlement scheme. A few years
ago, while searching in the group areas for
land to which to remove settlers from North-
cliffe end from the Peel Estate, I -was told
that Sir James Mitchell had personally in-
spected an area of land between Den-

mark and Nornalup and had found it good.
I went and made an inspection of that area,
and I was told locally that Sir James Mit-
chell had travelled through it, and had
approved it. yet to my Own knowledge
it is one of the 'worst areas of land in West-
ern Australia. And that country would have
had settlers put upon it if the Mitchell Gov-
ernmeiut had not gone out of office in 1924.
Anybody who does not believe -what I say
can go there and see the land for himself.
Further permit wue to say that all the group
settlement areas abandoned by the Collier
Administration are still abandoned, and
under Sir James Mitchell's Administration
the houses are being sold and carted away.
Yet it wxas Sii James Mitchell who declared
in the first place that the land was all right.
It was not all right. So despite the favour-
able publicity the bon. gentleman has re-
ceived, I -say there is no member of the
House whose opinion regarding land settle-
ment I would trust less than the Premier's.
And my remarks are based on the fact that
we had to abandon 400 locations, and link
uip 300 others, that we abandoned improve-
ments costing £900,000, and that the aggre-
gate loss -will he something like four to five
millions. Rather than see group settlement
left under the administration of the Pre-
mier, I would much prefer to see it handed
over to the 'Minister for Lands, who at all
events would havo a grip of farming prac-
tice. I hope the Mfinister will not put his
Nornalup settlers 20 miles away from
a rail wa y- Dairymen cannot afford to
travel long distances wtih their pro-
ducts, and if they are pat down too far
from a railway it will mean the expenditure
of a great deal of money on roads, I do
not think that anywhere in Australia dairy-
men will be found 20 miles from a railway.
A limit of at most 10 miles is a sufficient dis-
tance. Ifwe go tothe other dairying areas of
Australia, or to the dairying areas of New
Zealand, we do not find cream being carted
20 miles over indifferent roads. I hope the
Minister will be guided by two facts: In
the first place be must get suitable land,
must not bother about inferior land, and in
the second place he must see to it that the
settler has reasonable access to a railway
and to the nearest butter factory. If the
Minister looks to that, I hope to have no
reason to criticise him. But I know the am-
bition of MUinisters to do things; it is a very
commendable thing in a Minister that he
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should be fired with ambition to serve his
country. However, I know the handicap
under which the Minister for Lands must
labour for lack of funds, and I only hope
he will make the best possible use of what
funds are at his disposal. A good deal has
been said about the advisability of the Gov-
ernment repurchasing land along existing
railways in preference to going farther
afield. That could be all right, provided the
land can be secoured at a reasonable price.
There is an immense area of laud between
Perth and Bunbury which might he repur-
chased at a reasonable price, and because
of the existence of roads and schools and
other facilities might be more suitable for
settlement than the area at Nornalup or 10
miles beyond Nornalup. But the land must
be securead at a reasonable price. It is of
no use repurchasing land if the price plus the
cost of the improvements is going to be
greater than the settler can afford to pay.
The Minister for Lands some time ago made
the announcement that whilst in office he
would not agree to repurchasing any more
estates. I hope I ass not misrepresenting
him, but I think he was alluding to the
Yandanooka Estate, and I trust that he
was speaking on mere impulse. It is some-
times very good business to repurchase es-
tates. The Collier Government repurchased
three estates near Mullewn, the Kockaten, the
Mendels and the Wongundy Estates,
and within two years there was produced
on those estates £50,000 worth of wheat. In
other words, within two years the settlers
on those estates had produced wheat of a
greater value than that paid by the Gov-
ernment for the purchase of the properties.

Hon. P. Collier: A large number of set-
tlers were put on them.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. If that can be
done it is a very good thing- for the country.
It is unwise not to repurchase estates
merely Ibeeauoe the settlers may not he
able to repay their liabilities. Wherever
land settlement is entered upon, we id-
ways find a number of settlers who will
not make goad. Sometimes it is urged by
the settlers that the price of the land is their
undoing. Bitt, ats we know, it the land were
given away to sorne settlers they could not
make good. The same thing occurs on
Crown land. Some settlers can never make
good because they have not the instinct for
farming, or becoume they are extravagant,
or because the), are careless and slovenly in

their methods. I think the Government, if
they can get the money, could purchase sev-
eral estates to-day at a lower price than ever
before. Again, the Minister said that no
estate would be purchased unless it was to
be resold to people possessing capital. But
the mere fact that a man possesses capital
is not evidence that he will make good on
the land. He might spend all his own money
and still fail. We know that a number of
settlers coming here from England have
brought capital into Western Australia, and
have purchased farms. Some of them have
wade good, and on the other hand some have
not The Collier Government refused to
give a promise to British settlers with capital
that if they came to Western Australia they
would be provided with land. We found
that when many of those people came here
and invested their money in the land, they
failed. It does not matter whether the Min-
ister punrchlases an estate and subdivides and
sells it, or whether he sells Crown land, he
will have as many failures amongst one class
of settler as amongst the other class. The
M1inister has made certain changes in ad-
ministration during his term of office. I re-
fer to them because some of them are some-
what inconsistent with his former declara-
tion, and particularly the declaration of his
own party and Government. One of the
first aets of the Minister was to insist that,
with respect to advances to settlers by the
Agricultural Bank, preference must be given
to the employment of British labour. I re-
cal that that was a definite part of the
policy of the Collier Government, so definite
indeed that in the approval form wvas in-
serted a clause that the work must be done
by British labour. If I remember aright,
however, members oa the Government side
of the House criticised me most bitterly.

The Minister for Works: 'Not Ministers.
Mr. Marshall: The Minister for Lands

was the first. Hle had just returned from
Malta and told us of the possibilities re-
-ariding Maltese migrants.

Hon. AlI. F. TROY: The Minister for Works

did not. I know some of his constituents
tried to influence him, but he was not in-
fluenced. The Mlinister for Lands wvas fool-
ish enough to say that the position created
by us was intolerable.

'Mr. U1. W. Mlann: He has seen the light
since then.
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Hon. P. Collier: It must have been a re-
volving light.

Hon. Al. F. TROY: He did what probably
lie thought was right in the circumstances. He
was approached by a large number of con-
stituents who resented the action of the then
Government, and he expressed his mind in
the House. I am very glad that the Gov-
ernment of the day have realised the neces-
sity for adopting the policy of the Collier
Government.

The Minister for Lands: We could not do
otherwise while our people were out of
work.

Hon. M. F. TROY: At the time thle Col-
lier Government insisted on this principle,
land settlement was being tarried on under
the 'Mig-ration Agreement, with aid from the
British Giovernnment, and the obligation on
us was to bring in so many settlers. The
Collier Government were merely fultillin~g
the promise given by no less a person than
the present Premier, Sir James 'Mitchlell. We
had to fulfil the promise. It is pleasing
to note that the Government are standing
up to our policy in that respect. Another
change in the alle-ged adminitratin has
been the non-insistence upon residence con-
( 1 tions on irrazing areas and certain types
of conditional purchase areas. As a matter
of fact, there has been no change of policy
in that direction, because whenever a set-
tler was carrying out the requisite imiprove-
meats, he very easily obtained front ine per-
mission for non-residence. It was only when
a settler was not making the iiuprovoents
that I insisted upon the residence conditionts.
During my term of Ministerial offie a
large number of speculators seemred land,
and their da-ialings '%re iant in the
interests of the State. TM en secured land
on the pretence of being bona fide sviectors,
mnd sold it immediately without making any
improvements at all. The Land Act does
not stand for that sort of thing, and it is
not good policy. Quite at number of peo-
ple were taking up sandplain, and selling
it in South Australia on the pretence that
it was good land carrying a bunk advance.
I know of instances of sandplain country
having been taken up and disposed of in
Adelaide. Buyers came across with their
families, having parted with their homes in
that State, to find that they had bought a
bit of sandplain, the like of which was avail-
able in millions of acres. During my last

year of office I forfeited 320 blocks of ]lnd
because the holders would not mike the
improvements. Those blocks wern merely
held for speculative purposes , to sell to the
first person who came along seeking land.
I set my face against that sort o2 thi
The Land Act provides that any person who
takes up land within 20 miles of his hold-
ing may hold it without residence condi-
tions. In every instance when a settler ap-
proached me and showed that he was a bon.,
fide settler and not a speculator, lie experi-
enced no difficulty about the residence con-
ditions, so long as hio ma de the improve-
ments. On the other hand, wvhen a man
had appeared before the Land Boardi and
sworn that he was a bona fide settler and
intended to reside on the land, and bad
received preference over other appliciants,
and then tried to escapr. the i-eidence
conditions, his request was not granted un-
less hie could offer a very sound rnason. Out-
side of the Nornalup area, T:ost of the
laud settlement that has taken place in
Western Australia during the last few years
has been carried out in consonauce. with the
policy of the Government who recently vac-
ated office. Naturally, I have no farilt to
find with that. Recently a go'deal of
publicity has been given to another area.
A number of visitors recently inspected the
Yanchep Caves, and the Press informed us
that a new discovery had been idc at
Wannerco. The Mitchell Glovernment in-
tended to open up that land. The 1.inister
knows that before I left office, I hil given
the Surveyor General instructions t;' wib-
divide that land in order that it uingbt lie
made available for settlement.

Mr. 'Millington: I was corrected the other
night when I said that.

The Minister for Lands: I was referring
to the 8,000 acres of Class "A" reserve.

M1r. Mfillington: You said the ex-Minis-
ter for Lands objected to it.

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
that.

[Ion. M1. F. TROY: I went to Yanchep
and saw the swamp country, and was satis-
fied it wvas not in the interests of the State
to hold the whole of it as a reserve. I there-
fore gave the Surveyor General instructions
to survey it for selection. The Minister
knows that that instruction is on the Mie.
I have a letter from the Wanneroo Road
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Board thanking me for ray work in that
connection. I have miade these ref erences be-
cause of an interjection that was reported
in the Press the other day. There is little
to be said regarding the Estimates. I have
already mentioned that the Minister is hau-
dxcapped. I do not think there will be any
need to adopt other than the general policy
of land settlement that has been in opera-
tion in this State for some years. We
have had a very prolific time. While
the Collier Government were in office,
it was a progressive period for
land settlement. The fact that we expect to
reap 50,000,000 bushels of wheat this year
is due to a great extent to the large number
of settlers placed on the land during& our
term of office. We pursued an absolutely
sound policy, a policy that I am satisfied will
be adopted in future. We first of all pro-
vided the experimental farms in the dry
areas, farms that are now working out the
problems of those areas and producing suit-
able wiheats. We introduced the fallowing
policy. Previously settlers were rushingf in
large areas of land without preparation and
obtained very poor returns. As a result
they had to appiy to the Government
for assistance year by year because they
ceould not make good. We adopted the fat-
lowing policy and, in the Esperance area
alone, an area previously under a cloud,' no
less than 80,000 acres of country was put
under fallow in one year. That area will he
reaped this yea", and 1 believe will give a
good yield as a result of the application of
that principle. Throughout the whole of the
eastern areas we put the f allowing policy
into operation for the first time in the his-
tory of the State, and that policy in my
opinion is the soundest one possible. In the
miners' settlement 20,000 acres were fat-
lowed, and I suppose that settlement has the
finest crops in the State to-day, as a result
of the sound administration of the Collier
Goveirnment. We also gave assistance,' such
as was, not given. previously, to settlers 20
miles from a railway. So it can he said that
the Collier Administration acted in the best
interests of the State. The results areat
ready apparent, and I hope that the
same policy will he pursued. by the
present Minister. If I were asked my
opinion as to the wisest policy for the Gvov-
ernment to pursue to-day, I should reply
that if I were -Minister I would lay down
4definite principle.4. One would he that

at this time, when prices are low and
the future is uncertain, the farmer should
farm the best of his land. He should reduce
the acreage and cultivate well the area he
intends to sow with the expectation of get-
ting a much higher yield. Farmers in this
State are putting 1,000 acres under crop and
expending all the time and labour, quper-
phosphate and seed necessary for that area,
whereas if they put in 500 acres and put it
in well, they would require only half the
seed and uper and would get a much larger
return.

Mr. Willcoek: They would need twice the
number of bags.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Probably. I would
also expend such money as was available to
assist the stocking of properties with sheep,
a few cattle, and pigs, in order that the
farmer might he assured of some return.
Last of all I would encourage a more exten-
sive use of horses in farming practice. I
would cut out the tractor, the motor truck
if possible, and in many instances the motor
car. There is no doubt that the tractor, the
truck to a lesser extent, and the motor car
to a considerable extent, have heen respon-
sible for the difficult position in which many
people find themselves to-day. It will be
said that by insisting on this change we
should be condemning the settler to a very
hard existence, and denying him what other
members of the community enjoy. I have
a very old-fashioned idea that the only things
to which any man is entitled are those for
which he can pay. No man is entitled to ask
the community to supply him with things
for whicht he cannot pay. A lot of the
trouble now hitting the farmer is due to his
having expended his money on tractors,
trucks and motor cars, which he could not
'minain.

Mr. Angelo: And expensive motor cars at
that.

Hon. 'M. F. TROY: Yes. It is remarkable
how competition sets in amongst settlers in
the matter of the choice of motor ears. They
start off with a Ford and compete one with
the other to see who shall have the hest.

Hon. F. Collier: And finish up with a
Rolls Royce-

Hon. M . F. TROY: Members of the Coun-
try Party have stated that the larmer is the
backbone of the country, and is entitled to
the very best he can get, Hle is entitled to
that just as any other man is entitled to it,
no more and no le.-s. The Government must
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see that the farmier who is being carried on
with State money is giving the best possible
return to the State for that which he re-
ceives. They must incUtlcate in him habits
of thrift, an~d a desire to produce from his
farm more than ever of his own require-
ments. Many farmers boast that they have
not a cow on their properties and would not
evin bother to get one. That is not the type
of man who should be carried by the Gov-
e rnment. The settlers must keep cows, and
they must help to reduce the amount of
their household bills by supplying as far
as possible their own needs. I am sure
members will not think I am hard when I
say that the settlers are not entitled to own
motor cars if they cannot pay for
them. The State is not warranted in finanic-
ing settlers to enable them to buy motor
cars, as has been the case in the past. I
know of instances where settlers have been
going behind in their commitments year
after year, but stil purchased motor
cars. I also know of the wife of a settler,
who told the Agricultural Bank trustees that
her husband had gone behind to the extent
of £3,000 in t-wo years because he (lid not
possess a mould board plough. The farmer
had been using a disc plough, which was
said to he unsuitable. During that very wveek
the trustees discovered that the lady in ques-
tion had purchased a £600 motor ear.

Mn- Angelo: Because her neighbour had
one like it.

Hon. 'XI. F. -Ti-OY: When the trustees;
..poke to hier about it she replied that her soils,
wvere tennis players and had to maeet their
neig-hbours on the tennis court on Saturday
afternoons. He could not spend all his days at
farming. It might be imagined from that
sort of thing- that the settlers thought that
by going upon the land and developing the
country they were conferring a benefit upon
the people of the State. Tt would appear
that they did not take up land in order to'
becomne independent, but that they insisted
they had done so in order to keep sowpe

alged pirasite in the city.
Hon. P_ Collier: That is what some farm-

ers think.
Ron- My. F. TROT: My view is that we

who went upon the land did so to make a
competence for ourselves. I do not mean
we want to amass wealth. I mean that our
endeavour is so to strive and push ahead
that in our later years we may take life a

little easier, that we may have to call no
man master, that we may have a
home from which we mafy not he
evicted, and that in times of stress or
ait any other time we need not look to another
for a job, That is the goal we should have,
and the goal we should encourage all who
go upon the land to work for. No man gets
a better opportunity anywhere to reach that
goal then he does in this State, but those
who go behind to the extent of £3,000 in
two years, and still purchase expensive ears,
the State should finish with entirely. I
hope that for the f uture not so much stress
will be laid upon the great obligation we
owe to the manl on the land. We are not
under any greater obligation to him than to
U123 other man in this country, whether hie
he on the land, in a factory, in an office,
or in any occupation in which he is giving
useful service. No body of people is en-
titled to demand anything unfairly of the
overanment. They should not look to the

Government to be kept on their holdings
unless they be prepared to make an effort
on their own part. I address these remarks
through the Chair to the Country Party.
At conferences of primary producers, the
loudest talkers are usually the worst
workers.

Mr. Raphael: That is hard upon the poli-
ticians.
Hon. 31. F. TROT: They are for ever tal king

about the working man who will not work.
Members of that party always condemn such
an individual, the worker who, they say, is
not giving a fair return for the money he
receives. All the virtues are not in one
parry. In their own -ranks there airc people
who will neither work nor pay, nor do their
best with that which they have.

The Minister for Works: There are some
who can talk, too.

Hon. It!. F. TROT: The Minister may
speak for himself. There are those who do
none of these things. If in his administra-
tion the Minister for Lands finds settlers
who wviii not work, who ara living a Jife of
extravagance and are dishonest towards the
Government, he ought to allow such a man
to survive on Government assistance no
longer than he would do in the case of a
man who fails in his job in any other walk
of life. I compliment the Minister upon
his elevation to office. I should have done
this in the first place. I entertain very
candid feelings towards him and feel that
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the administration of the Lands Depart-
ment is in good hands. I know he will do
his best for the eountry, and I wish him
every success.

RON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [820]: The present must be a
period of great anxiety to the Minister for
Lands. Many of us who arc interested in
the agricultural industry appreciate the fact
that just now the further we go the more
money wre are losing. Unless things ha-
prove, it is only a question of tine wvhcn
we shall see the finish. If that applies to
these areas which have been settled for
some time, to those people who have been
farming for many years and have had the
benefit of railway communication and other
facilities within reasonable distance of their
holdings so that they can market their pro-
duce economically, we must appreciate the
difficulties; confronting the large section of
people who are far removed from railways,
who have not a reasonable distance in which
to cart their produce, and who really are in
a hopeless position. The member for Mount
Magnet (Iron. M1. F. Troy) referred to the
era of land settlement covering the last f ew
years. I regret that so much has been done.
Some time ago when sitting on the other
side of the House I said that the 3,600
farms scheme was one that should be
tack-lcd very slowly. I deplored the fact
that the Government were putting men out
from 50 to 60 miles from a railway and
expecting them to farm successfully. Their
position must be deplorable. They cannot
make a success of their ventures, and all
of them are being assisted by the Agricul-
tural Bank. Were I M1inister I would at
once attempt to remove them, slowly but
surely, into closer touch with means of com-
munication. Years ago an attempt was
made to settle the Lake Browvn district.
This was isolated and removed a long din-
tanee from the existing railways. The AgI-
ricultural Bank had advanced considerable
sums of money, to the settlers. It was clear
to me, as Minister, that these people could
not make a success, that we were merely
advancing money to them to maintain them
on a proposition which for many years
could be neither a profit to themselves nor
to the State. I issued instructions that the
area should be gradually closed up, and
that tha settlers should be transferred to
other blocks that became vacant, and were

within reasonable proximity to the then ex-
isting railways. 1 am prepared to admit
that the opportunity for doing that sort
of thing is not now so great as it was in
the days to wvhich I refer. I only men-
tion the circumstances to show that Lake
Brown has been twice settled. It has now
received railway communication, but it was
many years alter the first settlers had been
removed that the second batch went into
the district, and that only occurred when
raiway comamunication was possible. There
is no possibility of providing railways and
other facilities for a long time for the
settlers we have east of Narembeen and
south of Southern Cross, Westonia, etc. All
the while we have to keep them going.
Money has to be found to maintain and
sustain them on their holdings. We are con-
tinuing to clear land that cannot be brought
into profitable use. Not another settler
should be put into that part of the State.
I want the settlement to stop at once, arnd
I think the Minister should take every op-
portunity to bring out of it those who are
now in the area.

The Minister for Lands: We are not set-
tling any more there now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am glad to
hear that, and I hope the MAinister is en-
deavouring to take some of the settlers out
of it.

Hon. 'A. P. Troy: I hope you will give
them a railway. Do you know the Migra-
tion Commission agreed that if the settlers
went there they would receive that facility?

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: We know the
authorities have departed from that.

Hon. P. Collier: I think they will stand
to that.

The "Minister for Lands: I wish they
would.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: The Commis-
sion can only stand to it provided funds are
available. The money bag to he raised just
is it would have to be raised if it were
a State concern. The Commission have no
opportunity to raise the money. They have
actually gone out of office, a nd we cannot
look to them to fulfil their undertakin -g. we
must rely upon the Federal Government,
and there is not much chance of our financ-
ing this railway for some years to come and
of serving the settlers east of the existingx
line. We must remember that thouanrds
of settlers within carting distance of
existing railways will require a considerable
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amount of assistance apart fromt that wvhich
they have been receiving. In many cases
we shall find those who will want to go on
getting what they have been receiving.
We must continue advancing Agricultural
Hank funds which have given out for some
time past. Other settlers will require an
additional ainount, because they will get
no rcturns from their tarning operations
to enable them to do what they have been
doing, and. funds will have to be provided
by the Glovernmnent to keep thenm on the
land. The position has to be faced. Al-
ready the Government are reducing the
amount that was advanced from the Agri-
cultural Hank, and are telling the settlers
they must not go on clearing above a cer-
tain area. Notwithstanding this, it is
now proposed to open up new areas. This
is where I want to appeal to the Minister.
I care not what kind of land he has at
Nornalup, though it be the best land in
Western Australia, I say most emphatic-
ally that we cannot afford to increase our
capitalisation as regards laud settlement
to-day, and that the capitalisation we al-
ready have is all we can carry, and more.
We are telling farmers actually on the
land that they must restrict their opera-
tions, that they cannot go on clearing land
to which railways haves been, built in an-
ticipation of the land being cleared and
cultivated. We have said to them, "We
look to you to clear 1,000 acres and to
provide products from that acreage."

The Minister for Lands: The restricted
area is 700 acres.

Hon. W. D. JOHN~SON: We say to
the farmer to-day, "You must only use
700 acres.'' That is, provided he has no
more cleared.

The Minister for Lands: The land is all
cleared along existing lines.

lion. W. D. JOHNSON: I wish ;o
goodness it were. Hundreds of thousands
of acres remain uncleared along existiag
lines.

The Minister for Lands: In the wheat
areas'?

Hon. IN. I). JOHNSON: Yes. I have
appealed to Parliament on more than one
occasion to have a thorough investigation
as to the area of land that is within cart-
iag distance of existing lines and has not
been cleared. 1 know 'what the Minister
is thinking. I am not referring to Crown
lands. I do not say there are Crown lands
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available, but lands alienated and unused,
in the agricultural areas.

The Minister for Lands: Where are the
lands?

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: Thr -Minister
need only keep his eyes open when travel-
ling. 1 was pointing out that the- hon.
gentleman has issued instructions that the
area of land cleared must he reduced.
Side by side with that he proposes to open
up new country.

Mr. Angelo: For a different industry,
though.

Hon. P. Collier: And when that industry
produces, there may he no market for its
products.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: The Minis-
ter's restriction on agricultural advances
will not apply only to the wheat belt. The
Minister -will have to restrict advances for
the development of the South-West. There
will be limitations in regard to people al-
ready settled there. Yet he proposes to
open up a new area, for whose development
this is emphatically not the time; there is
no need to develop it at present. We have
quite enough to do to maintain on alienated
lands the men who have selected them. A
grave difficulty we shall have during the
next six or 12 months will be to keep on the
land people already there. 'The full re-
sources of the Government will have to be
tapped in order to do that. It is dlear to
every hon. member that to-day markets are
such [tiat -ec shall experience gr-eat difficulty
in getting fallowed areas crop ped next year.
The burden falling on the Government in
regard to super and other necessaries will
be heavy. Then what is the use of going
to Nonialup and starting to clear roads and
land and to settle new areas, in view of
those din'eIcutics in connection with areas al-
ready opened? Again, the Minister speaks
about Dartmnoor.

The Minister for Lands: I never said
that we were going to do a thing at Dart-
moor.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If the Minister
is not going to do anything, I will accept
that. He conveyed to me that he was going
to-

Member: Carry out the previous Min-
ister's policy.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I made no
notes, but my recollection of what the Min-
ister said was that he intended to do some-
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thing at Dartmoor in the way of increased
land settlement.

The Minister for Lands: I never said
anything of the sort.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let it go, then.
I am glad to hear that nothing more is go-
ing to be done at Dartmoor.

Mr Wilicock: At Dartmoor there are
7,000 or 8,000 acres under crop, yielding 15
to 20 bushels.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I will say the
same of the Dartmoor land as of the Nor-
nalup, that it is some of the best in the
State, but that I do not want it settled just
now, because it cannot be settled without in-
creased capitalisation. No area, I care not
where it is situated, should be opened up
at present if it involves increased liability
for land settlement. The Minister says the
opening up of the Nornalup area is justi-
fied by the fact of our having a railway
serving it. That would be all right if the
area could be brought into production with-
out heavy expenditure. I cannot accept the
Minister's figure of £F800 per block.

The Minister for Lands: I would not ex-
pect you to do so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: My experiene
of the South-West tells me that the figure
is inadequate, and my slight experience of
farming conlirms mec in that Miew. [But
suppose the Minister can do the work at
£E800 per block; the £800 is a burden this
State cannot undertake at present. As to
the Nornalup railway, there are to-day
areas of improved land between Nornalup
and Denmark.

The 'Minister for Lands: Held by the
Forests Department as a reserve.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No; held by
private individuals.

The Minister for Lands: There are only
two private individuals in that locality. I
wvill show you the plans.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: One of the best
blocks the hon. gentleman and I inspected
at Dernark was Kingdon's. The Minister
and I were on the farm, said to be the most
progressive farm in Denmark, milking quite
a number of cows, and being worked on a
good economic basis; a farm that is gener-
ally speaking a success. But the owner of
that fnrni now has land which he cannot
aff;',rd to improve, not having the money.

'Mr. H. W. Mann: Is not every Western
Australian fanner to-day holding land lie
cannot afford to improve?

Ron. W. D). JOHNSON: Would it not
be better for us to adopt a scheme by which
such men as Kingdon would he enabled to
utilise land already alienated, land better
situated than the Nornalup land?

The Minister for Lands: Kingdon's block
is at Denmark. We are talking of Nor-
nalup.

Han. W. D. JOHNSON: I mentioned M.
Kingdon's block because the 'Minister knows,
it as well as I do, and because it is close
to Denmark. Further afield the position is
worse. The percentage of unimproved land
funrther out-

The Minister for Lands: Oh!
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It does not pay

the hon. gentleman to admit what I say.
If unimproved land is to be found in the
vicinity of the railway, he will have no jus-
tification whatever for proceeding with the
N'ornalnp scheme. In order to justify that
scheme lie conveys to this House and to the
country that the land adjacent to the Den-
mark-Norualup railway has been improved,
and that we are getting from that land the
production that is to be expected: and that
therefore, to give greater traffic to the rail-
way, we must open up new areas. Nothing
of the sort. What we have to do is to de-
vote our attention to seeing that the lana
close to that r-ailway is more thoroughly de-
veloped. The hon. gentleman says the set-
tlers do not patronise the railway but carry
their cream 40 miles to Nornalup.

The Minister for Lands: You asked me
the distance, and I told you 30 miles.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Cream can be
carted 30 miles in a motor truck with pneu-
matic tyres over a well-made maeadarnised
road; but it cannot be carried ten miles
over the new area the Mlinister proposes to
open up. He will have to make roads of
a kind that will enable the settlers to cart
their cream. Cream cannot be carted ten
mniles over a bush road. The hon. gentleman
states that this Nornalup, area is within ten
or 12 miles of the existing railway. But
the settlers must have roads in order to get
from the area to the railway. The cost of
making those roads will be something enorm-
ous. Therefore to the so-called £600 for the
development of a block, we must add the
heavy cost of road construction. The pro-
position is not a 'practicable one for us to
tackle at present; it should be deferred for
some years. During the huge expenditure
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ou group settlement, Governments were
urged not to proceed at the pace they were
going. Appeals were made over and over
again to restrict the expenditure, but they
were of no avail, and the expenditure went
on. I wish the 'Minister to realise that if
he persists in going on with this expenditurL
at Nornalup, I will give him no peace re-
garding the subject.

The Minister for Lands: Then I shall notL
be a bit disappointed.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: I do not sup-
pose the 'Minister will. Mlembers used tu
endeavour to influence Governments regard-
ing expenditure on group settlement. Mfin-
isters used to sit and listen. Now we have
to appreciate that five millions sterling have
been wasted because 'Ministers ignored the
opinions expressed by members, and went
on in spite of those opinions, I hope we
shall not have a repetition of that episode.
iNumibers of members on both sides of the
Chamber are opposed to any increased capi-
tld expenditure onl lad settlement. Numbers
of them have already spoken against the
expenditure at Nornalup. I hope the Min-
ister will take an opportunity of testing
the opinion of Parliament regarding the
Nornalup scheme, and that he will not go
on with it in difAnnoe of Parliament. That
is exactly what took place as regards group

cttlement. Parliament was not consulted
regarding group settlement expenditure to
tim extent it should have been. From that
aspect it is highly desirable that the opin-
ion of Parliament should be obtained before
the Government proceed with the Nornalup
scheme. I agree with the view expressed by
the member for Murray-Wellington. There
is an area of partially improved land he-
tween Perth and Bunu. The member
for Mt. Magnet (Hon. Iii. F. Troy) also
referred to that aspect. I know perfectly
well, and the Minister himself knows, that
during- the investigations of the Group Set-
tlement Royal Commission many south-west-
era land-owniers made representations as to
how cheaply partially improved countrly
could hie obtained in the South-West. I
think the Minister will agree with mue when
I say that land can be purchased in, or
around, Pinjarra at a cheaper rate than it
would cost to clear land at Nornalup. We
could ocquire that land plus improvements
it a much cheaper figure. That applies to-
day; the land is still there. If the Govern.

ment desire to provide work for the un-
employed-I commend the Government in
that regard-why not secure some of tht.
land I have referred to?

The 'Minister for Lands: If it is improved
land, what work would there be there?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I refer to laud
that is partly improved. That land is im-
proved to the extent that it has a tarrying
capacity. There is a certain amount of feed
already available there, and stock could be
carried to a ]imited extent. If that land
were acquired and made available for settle-
ment, I believe that an economical scheme
could be arranged. I have no objection to
a scheme of that description because the
settlers will be close to an existing railway.
Increased production will live a greater
quantity of goods to the railway for car-
riage, and we will get out of our financial
difficulties more quickly' if we can build up
thle earnings of our railways. We can do
that if wve use the land that adjoins exist-
ing lines. If the Government were active
in investigating the p )ssihilitv of getting
such land, I am sure good results would fol-
low.

Mr-. Angelo: Could we buy that land with
Txeasuiy bills

fan. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Murrav-Wellizgtori (Mr. McLnrtyj ex-
pressed the view that the laud could be ac-
quired on reasonable terms. I believe there
is a large area of land that could be ob-
tained on terms that would be suitable to
the Government, even urder existing condi-
tions.

The Minister for Railways: We cannot
issue debentures now for the purchase of
land.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not mind
howv it is done; I ivant the matter to he in-
vestigated.

The Minister for Rlailways: It could not
be purchased that way.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: The Government
are able to get money for the settlement of
the Nornalup area, and if that is so they
should consider a land settlement scheme on
the partially improved areas I refer to, and
so provide for some of the unemployed.
Why not acquire land that is close to exist-
ing railways if it can be purchased at a
cheaper cost than the work tit N4ornalup
will entail? It would not be necessary to
build roads such as will be required at
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Nornalup nor will there be as much clearing
to be done. It would be possible for the
land I refer to to be partially productive
immediately upon settlement. With the
carrying capacity the land has to-day, stock
could be depastured at once.

The Minister for Lands: Then why is not
that land being used now?

Hon. W. fl JOHNSON : The Minister
might ask why thousands of acres are not
being used. The explanation is that people
are realising they have too much land.

Mr. 'MeLarty: That is so.
Roa. W. D. JOHNSON: There is such a

thing as being land poor. Thousands of
settlers are keeping themselves poor by en-
deavouring to hold on to their properties, and
to pay rates and taxes on a large proportion
that they cannot farm. The member for
11t. Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy) said that
the farmers were making a mistake through
cropping too large an area. He pointed
out that the area cropped was out of pro-
portion to what was represented by good
farming, and out of proportion to the machi-
nery and plant the farmers had at their dis-
posal. The result is that the work is not
done thoroughly, and the returns they get
from their aggregate holdings are not as
great as they would secure from smaller
areas better fanned. In addition to that,
the proper farming of smaller areas would
save those settlers all the additional cost of
labour, machinery, super, seed and so on.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Would not the land
you refer to in the Murray-Wellington elec-
torate cost as much for drainage as the land
at Nornalup would for clearing?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not think
SO.

Mr. McLarty : That land is crossed by
brooks and creeks now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Of course I can-
not answer the question put to me by the
member for Perth (Msr. H. W. Mann),
but I want the whole position investi-
gated. I do not wish to say any more
on the Vote, but I appeal to the Min-
ister to realise that we cannot increase
capitalisation to-day in connection with land
settlement. It will take us all our time to
maintain the settlement we have established
already, and during the next few months we
will have a pnrti':ularly anxious time in
mneeting the requirements of those already
on their holdings. In addition, I urge that
the time is not opportune for increasing land
settlement within the Stat..

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) (8.49J: 1 wish
to have something to say on this Vote.

Hon. P. Collier: You have already spoken!
M r. Panton: Do you want two speeches!
Mr. BROWN: I do not think I have

spoken on this Vote.
Hon. P. Collier: Of course you have.
The CHAIRMAN: Has the hon. member

spoken before?
Mr. BROWN: I did not think that I had.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9.50]:
1 should not have spoken on the Vote had
it not been for a remark made by the Min-
ister for Lands the other evening. Some
time ago I Maid there were large quantities
of valuable timber in the Nornalup area,
and that it was likely to be destroyed under
the land settlement scheme there. I listened
attentively to the speech delivered by the
Minister for Lands when introducing the
Vote, and I confess I could not follow him.
When he started off he said that there was
no timber to be destroyed, and then he said
that the timber in the district was of no
value, as it was mostly overgrown karri and
a little tingle. Finally he said that provision
bad been made whereby all the timber in the
district would be safeguarded. So long as
the last-mentioned statement is the Qorrect
one, 1 shall raise no objection. I shall not
have anything to say in opposition to the
settlement of people on holdings so long as
thure is no wastage of valuable timber. For
that reason I was pleased to hear the Mini-
ister say that the timber will be safeguarded.
I believe there is a good opportunity avail-
able for placing some of the unemployed
on blocks~ adjacent to the metropolitan area.
Some members may laugh when I say I am
referring to the Peel Estate. I have been
down there and dozens of others have visited
the estate, and we are all eonvinced that
there are a number of hiocks available on
which a living can be made.

Hon. P. Collier: There has been a pro-
cession on and off those blocks during the
last seven years.

-Mr. SLEEM&N : The department must
think that a living can be made on the blocks
I refer to, because they have put them up
for Esle. Soine of the blocks still have houses
on them all ready to be occupied by new
settlers. If something is not done, those
houses will not be there in the near future.
They will "walk" off, and then the Govern-
ment will lose the house find a prospeelive
settler as well.
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The Minister for RaiIlvays: Some of them
have "walked" already.

Mr. SLEEMAN: And the rest will "walk"
off too, unless something is done. There are
some good genuine men among the unem-
ployed in the metropolitan area who are
Prepared to take the blocks and endeavour
to make a living there, provided they get
some little assistance.

Hon. M. 1'. Troy: What, more money
to he spent there?

Mr. SLREMAN: Money has to be
spent in the shape of sustenance for the
people who have nothing else to do but
walk the streets. There does not appear
to be any prospect ahead of them for the
next 1.2 months, unless the Premier gives
effect to his promise of work for all. But
that seems to be a long way off at pre-
sent.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Would it not be far
better to give them decent land on which.
to make a start?

Mr. SLEEMA-N: Put them where the
lion, member likes, but the fact remains
that the men I refer to are at present
drawing sustenance pay in the metropoli-
tan area, and if they got a litle additional
assistance, they could take their wives and
children on to the blocks and live on the
sustenance money there, whilst at the
same time endeavouring to improve their
prospects. It is simply a matter of trans-
ferring sustenance payments from men
who are walking the streets to men who
will be working the blocks. These men
want the opportunity to make an honest
attempt to get a living.

The Minister for Railways: Would
they go to blocks on the Peel Estate for
their sustenance payments?

Mr. SLEEMA.N: Yes, with perhaps a
few pounds extra for the purchase of
stock and fowls. The great bulk of the
assistance they would want would be re-
presented by the sustenance money they
receive already.

Eon. P. Collier: Could not the Minis-
ter transfer Blackboy Camp to the Peel
Estate ?

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is a reasonable
suggestion, and I believe the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. MoLarty) will
agree with me when I say that there are
some blocks on the Peel Estate on which
a man could make a living. I do not say
all the blocks are suitable, but surely it
is better for the people who are receiving

sustenance to have an opportunity to do
some good for themselves than to be al-
lowed to continue walking the streets.

The 'Minister for Railways; What have
these fellows done to you that you want
to be their enemy and send them there?

Mr. SLEEMAX: I do not want to be
their enemy; I want to assist them. It is
merely a matter of transferring the sus-
tenance payments from the street to a
block at the Peel Estate. Regarding im-
migration, here is another heading under
which the Premier can save a little money.
On formaer occasions I have spoken about
the way migrants have come to West-
ern Australia and have lived for a long
time at the expense of the Government.
They themselves, their wives and their
children have received sustenance pay-
ments for quite a long time. In the end,
some of them have had to be repatriated
to the Old Country. I have been in touch
with the Immigration Department regard-
ig a couple of eases, and I have been
turned down. I have been told nothing
could be done until the people concerned
were able to pay their fares back to Great
Britain. It seems to me that if these
people are to he kept going here with
sustenance panyments until they can provide
their fares Home, it is ridiculous.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I have had similar
cases, and I found it was a Federal mat-
ter.

The Minister for Railways: It is not a
State matter at all ; it has nothing to do
with us.

Mr. SL.EEMAN: The final reply I re-
ceived from the department regarding one
individual whose case I investigated, con-
tainied the intimation that advice had
been received from the Melbourne office-

The Minister for Railways: We have no
office in Melbourne.

.1r. SLEEMAN: No, but the Immigra-
tion Department is partly under the State
Government. If relatives are prepared to
pay the fares of people who are being
provided with sustenance by the State
Government, surely it is right that T
should attempt to move the Federal au-
thorities to assist those people to return
to England.

The Minister for Railways: We would
have no objection; we would kiss them
goodbye.
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Mr. SLEEMAN: It would be well for
the State if those people were allowed to
leave and it would be well for the State
to kiss goodbye quite a number of people
whom we cannot afford to keep here. .T
do not condemn all migrants, but there is
a small proportion of them that the State
would be wvell rid of.

The Minister for Railways: Are you
taking up their cases?

Mr. SLEEMIAN : No, the mnigrant I re-
ferred to was genuine and the relatives were
prepared to pay his fare home.

The -Minister for Railways: We are not
stopping them from doing so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But you are not assist-
ing them. The eae 1 refer to is not iso-
lated; the member for Perth (1Mr. H. W.
Mlann) and the member for Canning (Mr.
Wells) referred to similar instances, and we
go on paying the sustenance? We are keep-
ig these p~eople here indefinitely, providiug

them with sustenance, notwithstanding that
we could get rid of them becauqe their rela-
tives are prepared to pay their fares.

The -Minister for Railways: That is mihs-
representing the position.

Mrx. SLEEMAN: I say it is not.
The -Minister for Railways: We have no

power to take action.
Mr. SLE EMAN: I have written to a State

official, namely, the head of the Immigra-
tion Department, who has done all in his
power, but apparently has not had much
assistance from Mrinisters. The Minister
controlling fllackboy says I am misrepre-
senting the position. If he will do something
to rid the State of some of those families
who can get their fares to the Old Country
paid, he will be doing a service to the Trea-
surer. Those people are unemployed and
likely to remain unemployed, and it is a
very serious matter.

The Minister for Railways: It is a Fed-
eral matter.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is both a State and
Federal matter. What is the State doing to
get the Federal people to agree?

The Minister for Railways: This Govern-
ment have made representations in one in-
stance, but their request was turned down.

'.%r. SLEEMAN: Then you should make
further efforts. We cannot go on indefi-
nitely keeping people who van get their
fares back to the Old Country. I hope
something will be done in order that All
these eases may be dealt with. I have known

mnigran ts come out here to go on the group
settlements. In one case that camne under
may knowledge the State would have been
well rid of an immigrant. He lived around
the metropolitan area. for a long time and
at last, fortunately for the State, he was
going to get out of the country by accept-
ing a position on a steamer. But the immni-
gration officers went aboard and told him
he could not go. So the State had to keep
him for another 12 months. It is time an
investigation was made with a view to deal-
ing with these cases. If a man can get
back home to England, let him go, and let
us not keep him here at the expense of the
State.

MR. H. W. MANN (Perth) [9.3]: I
want to congratulate the member for Mounc
Magnet (Eon. '.%I F. Troy) on his very prac-
tical address, and on the moderate way in
which he put up a warning- to people goinig
on the land with the idea that they would
be assisted and maintained by the State.
The hon. member was very definite and wa~s
speaking from a lifelong experience when
he said that a man going- on the land to-day
must go on with the clear understanding
that he would have to face great hardships,
and that the greatest reward he could ex-
pect would be that in the dcclining- years of
his life he would have a competence anrI
would be relatively independent of the out-
side world. But there is a feeling amongsIt
a great many settlers to-day that if they
are unable to do 100 per cent. of what they
desire to do, aind cani only properly do 50
per cent. of it, the other 50 per cent. must
be done by the Government. There is
amongst them a marked lack of initiation
and application, and I agree with the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet that those people will
not ultimately be a succss either for them-
selves or for the State. I have before me a
report issued by the Imperial Economic
Committee. This is a very useful and in-
teresting publication. It would appear fi ont
it that the Impei-ial Government must hak-e
taken the long view, must have foreseen the
economnic position that is approaching Aii'%-
tralia to-day, when this commnittee was set
in motion; because the commnittec has dealt
with matters affecting almost every part of
the Empire, and with matters that certainly
are very applicable to 'Western Australia
to-diay. The memrber for Mount Magnet
casually mentioned sidelines, and amongst
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them the pig and bacon products. This coin-
mittee in its report emphasises the great
value of the pig product to Australia, and
the fact that no attempt has been made by
Australia to exploit the pig market in Great
Britain Great Britain imports £96,000,000
worth of pig and bacon produce annually.
And we find that neither the Eastern States
of Australia, nor this State, supplies L
worth to that market. It would appear that
we in Australia are ignoring the existence
of that market, because the prices that have
been obtained during the last few -years cer-
tainly appear to he profitable. Four years
ago New Zealand decided to investigati, that
market, and as an experiment seat 5,000
frozen car-eases of pork to Great Britain. So
reassuring was the result that the Govern-
ment of New Zealand, just to give the in-
dustry a start, agreed for a period of two
or three years to pay a bonus of one half-
penny per lb. on frozen pork weighing from
80 lbs. to 120 lbs. And last year New Zea-
land exported to Great Britain 160,000
frozen carcases of pork valued at over
£400,000. With the development of our
South-West-which is mentioned in this
publication-in addition to the butter in-
dustry, I suggest to the Minister that he
organises the pig and bacon industry.

The Minister for Lands: They should go
together.

Mr. H. W. MNANY: I auu pleasedl to hear
the Minister express himself in that way,
because undoubtedly the one must run with
the other. So, in reply to the criticism of
the member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson), who spoke as if the whole
of the produce from the Nornalup settle-
ment would come to Perth, I take it that
produce will, or at least should, go through
the port of Albany to Great Britain, that it
will be an export trade, and that the metro-
politan requirements will be supplied from
districts nearer at hand. I take it the pro-
duction of Nornalup and Denmark will go
to Great Britain; and so the criticism that
Nornalup is too far from the market is not
sound, for it is close to a first-class seaport
and will go straight to Great Britain.

Mr. Wansbrough: And it is not a man-
made port either.

Mr. H. W. MANN: No, Albany is a
natural seaport, and there will be a cheap
freight from there to Great Britain, taking
the regular supply of pig, bacon and dairy
produce from Nornalup. The Imperial
Economic Committee, dealing with the vari-

ous products of Australia, and particularly
with Western Australia, evidently had some
very excellent information, for they said the
barley crop was one of the best crops for
pig production, pnd that the barley crops of
Tasmania. and of the cooler portions of
Victoria, South Australia and Western Aus-
tralia were likewise capable of great expan-
sion, again in close relation to the dairying
industry. On a former occasion I referred
to the great development of Denmark.
When Denmark was facing a position prob-
ably even more acute than that which West-
ern Australia is facing to-day, at a period
when Denmark had lost all hier wealth-pro-
ducing land after a war, and was left with
an area of swamp and very inferior land,
she decided to change her policy from
wheat production to dairying. And at the
end of 50 years we find Denmark the
wealthiest country per head of population
in the world, and certainly the most prac-
tical dairying country in the wvorld. When
I was speaking on that subject the member
for Mt. Magnet, who was then Minister for
Lands, said, "That is all very well, but the
conditions of Australia are not severe
enough, the economic condition of Australia
has not reached that point when the people
will settle down to developing dairying
lands." Certainly' we have reached that
point now. The economic position is hard
enough to-day and the dearth of employ-
ment is so severe that it now becomes an
absolute necessity to develop our dairying
industry. This for several reasons: Not so
mucin land is required for it as is required for
wheat production. As a matter of fact, the
area of land used in Denmark, Holland and
other European dairying countries is from
12Y. acres to 60 acres. It may be suggested
that the land in those countries is of better
quality than ours. That may be true to-
day, but it was not always of better quality;
it has been improved. So, if we desire to
settle the multitude, the Minister is wise in
deciding to develop the dairying industry,
in which a large number of people can
be employed and greater facilities can be
provided for the production of wealth. Fol-
lowing up this report, I went to the trouble
of getting out a few statistics that to my
mind are interesting. They show that in
developing the dairying industry and the
pig industry there is not so large an amount
of money required for machinery as is
necessary in the wheat industry. It may be
that more money is required for stock, but
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I doubt it. If the industry is strictly super-
vised, and if care is taken that the settlers
do not rush in and pile up big debts for
clearing contracts and in other ways over-
eapitalise their holdings, I think there will
be no doubt about its specess. A minute or
two ago I said that Great Britain imported
£96,000,000 worth of pig and bacon pro-
ducts annually. Of that quantity Denmark
supplies £26,000,000 worth and Canada
£6,000,000 worth. The United States of
America at one time supplied £12,000,000
worth, but the demand in the United States
for home requirements has increased, and so
the States now supply only £5,000,000 worth
to Great Britain.

M1r. MfeLarty: How much dloes Australia
supply

MY'. H. AV. M1ANN: Nothing at all. None
of the States of Australia baa exploited that
market in any degree. The only part of
the Southern Doninions to do so is New
Zealand, and in three years New Zealand
has built up a trade from 5,000 earcases to
160,000 ot a value of £400,000. So there is
a good market in Great Britain !for that
product. In the United States the pig in-
dustry is second only to the cereal industry.
There a pig is grown to every two adults.
There are 120,000,000) persons in the United
State;, and just onl 60,000.000 pigs.

Mr. Panton: They canl pay the rent there.
Mr. 11. IV. MANSN: *That is almost akin

to the po'ijtion iii Denmark. We arc not
daiveloping an industry for the produce of
which therec is no market. There is a mar-
hot for producee of this kind. The prices
ruling in Great Britain in 1926 were--irish
p -odore(', 1.37s. per cut.; Danish, 122 s.; Can-
adian, lise.; Swedish, 11.sa.; Dutch, 112s.;
Anierican, l-03s.

lion. P. Collier: What Was' thle price of
wheat in those years compared with the price
tt'-day? Is there any possibility of a fail
in the price of that commodity

Mr. H. W. 'MANN:- The price has fallen,
wag I was about to show, In 1929 the prices
were-Flish. l07s.; Danish, 98s.; Canadian,
9374. Swedish, 92s.; Dutch, 90s. Still, we
cda not read in the cable messages of any
fall in prices comparable with the fall in
the price of wheat. If there hand been aur
sm-h great fall, I think it would have been
cc bled. Nobody believes that wheat will re-
riin at its pritat low level. If it does, it
will he Clod help Australia. The broad la-nds

of Australia arc whyeat-growing lands, aud
thle 81 ca to whith de dairying industry is
ujiplicoble, is sarUll compared with the area
suitatble tar wrheat production. Dr. Earle
Plmr-, in flu. c-onrse of an uddn'ss. att Byron
Bay. Netw South Wale.s, said-

Dairy farms alone represent a capital of
£125,000,000 with an annual production of
£45,000,000, of whilh £30,000,000 is for nutll
products. Butter and cheese factories represent
a capital outlay of £4,250,000, and their an-
nual production is nearly £23,000,000. On the
farms 143,755 people are employed and in the
-factories 5,826 people. Direct dependants *m
the dairying industry number .500,00~0.
Let ute i-clpare t piosition ot this State
with that of Victoria. We~ export wheat to
the value of £7,000,000, £8,000,000 and in -a
good season perhaps C9,000,000. We export
n o dairy produce at ill. On the other hand we
import dairy products to the value of over
£E1,000,000 anlnually fromn die Eastern
,States. V'ictoria exports Over £7,000,000
-worthi ol wheat and £:11,000,000 worth of
dairy produce. If we wet-c exporting our
uoonmal quantity of wheat plus £11,000,000
worth of dairy produce, I venture to say
there wrould he no unemuploymoat in this
State, hut that there would be work for
all.

Mr. Sleatman: That is what we want.
MAr. 11. AV. M.ANN: I take it that is what

the PiLemier has in mind. By developing
this industry and making it as productive
as the wheat industry, there will be work
for alt.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.19]:
1 ai not going to threaten the pane of
mind of the MXinister, as did the member
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. AY. D). John-
soji), zinrl I join iii the discussion only to
regis;ter my disapproval of the schemte of
Settlenlecut launched in the Nornalup area.
The Minister for Lands quite sincerely
painted a very' glowing picture. He told
us (ot tHep runniiing water there; he said it
was an ideal place to live in, that the laud
had( been classified ac; some of the best in
Australia. that it would he impossible- to
estimate its value 50 ye~rs hence. These
and many other terms of eulogy he em-
ployed. Thu~se words, however, have an old
familiar rin,-. If one searched the pazes of
4H;;n-~aril" dnaI,1 Oug tejiLst seven or eight
year,,, lip would find volumes filled with
similar remarks about thle group ettlements
')f the Southl-West. 'Similar expressions arc
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to be folud, not only in *'Hausard" but in
back filies otf thle new-spapers, regarding the
r"eel Estate1 where at one timne we had 700
siettlers and whore now there are only about
140. At the Peel Estate where something
like £2,500,000 has been spent, houses aire
01inpty and halve been for years, Land there
is waiting- to be taken up and( no one will
have it. Some of the houses, it has been
svid, are disappearing in the night. Through.
-but the history of group settlement, all
Ibosc optimistic opinions were expressed.
W~ell, we have established group settlement.
We have about 1,700 settlers it a cost of
something over £5,000,000 and upon wliirh
iLi. I sale to say we shall wind up with a
loss of between £5,000,000 and £C6,000,000.
It might be said that the fact of our hay-
ing established dlairying in the South-West
is worth the loss of the money. I am not
saying that the Minister has over-estimated
the value of the land aud the possibilities
at -Nornal'up. I shall concede for thle muo-
ulent that it is all lie claims for it and, by
a stretch of imagination, I shall also con-
cede that his estimates of costs Will he real-
ised. He says they are going to clear tracks
loft, wide for 6s. a chain, and that the
roads will be constructed for £90 a mile.
T'hose are estimates. There are other
ligures as to the cost of bringing
the blocks into production, £800 per
block. We are familiar with all those
estimates. All over the State are
monuments of the unreliable character of the
estimates of Government officers. While the
first, estimate of draining the Peel Estate
was £57,000, the cost to date, I believe, has
exceeded half a million for drainage alone.

Mr. Marshall: And it is not drained yet.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And it never will be
drained.

Mr. Marshall: What about Herdsman's
Lake?

Hon. P. COLLIER: At the last consul-
tation I had with the engineer in charge,
who requested another £20,000 or £30,000
for drainage at the Peel Estate, I said, "Will
you guarantee that the drainage will thea
he effective and complete?" He replied,
"No, I do not think it will ever he drained,
because the estate will grndually fafl below
sea. level. So much sand has been carried
through the outlet to the ocean that a
great bank has been raised outside, and we

shall require to have a dredge out there
permanently in order to clear it away."

The Mlinister for Railways: To clear the
sea ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely, in the short
space of a few years, we are not going to
forget that experience. 'We are apt to for-

gteprience after the lapse of many years,
but not when it is a matter of only yester-
day. Every one of our hopes and aspirations
and estimates has been falsified by actual
results, every one of themn. So I have no
faith at all that thle position has so com-
pletely changed, or that the knowledge now
possessed by departmental officials will en-
able them to make such a recovery in this
particular scheme. I do not think it can
be done. The Minister says that the esti-
mates would appear to he ridiculous. They
do appear to be ridiculous, and ultimately
it will be found that they were ridiculous.
All our experience points that way. Admit-
ting that the scheme is all that is claimed
for it and that the work can be accomplished
within the estimate, I object to it because
it should not be launched at this juncture.
All that the member for Perth (Mr. H. W.
Mfann) has said regarding the production of
dairy produce and the market existing in
Gr-eat Britain is correct, but in my opinion
it is beside the question. There is no doubt
whatever that a great future lies ahead of
the dairying industry in the South-West of
this State, and there can he no question
that we shall be exporting large quantities
of butter and other dairy produce from the
South-West, but this is not the time to start
aiming at the export of butter. The present
situation is too serious. The Loan Esti-
muates. show a reduction of the amount pro-
vided for agricultural development, as com-
pared with the expenditure last year, of over
£400,000. This is a year when the outlook
is such that we shall require mote money
for agricultural development, that is to main-
taia the settlers already on the land and in
difficulties, than we have required in any
year of our existence. Every pound we can
serape together will be needed to tide over
the people in the wheat belt. Although the
Nornalup scheme may provide work for a
hundred or two of men at the present time,
it is quite possible that the amount neces-
sary to maintain the Nornalup scheme, if
expended on the men in the wheat belt,
would save perhaps four or five times the
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number being thrown on the unemployed
market. I say candidly that with the out-
look for wheat and wool at the moment,
only by tremendous financvial assistance from
the Government will it he possible to retain
a large number of our settlers in the wheat
belt. Otherwise they will have to walk off
in armies. Consequently we should spend
no money on new schemes until we find our-
selves out of the wood, until we get through
this year at any rate, until we see signs
of overcoming the depression that exists
throughout Australia. Until we can see that
we hare turned the corner, every penny of
our funds should be conserved for consoli-
dating our position with regard to the set-
tHers already on the land,

Mr. .J. 11. Smith: You do not mean that
the settlers in the wheat belt arc the only
ones to he considered?

[Lou 1'. COLLIER: No. but I have re-
gard for the fact that this State has ex-
pended large sums of money in the wheat
belt, that people are already established on
holdinigs there, and that before we embark
uI)0f new schemecs we should he sure that we
are able to retain present settlers on their
holdings. We cannot be sure of that at this
stage until after the. harvest, when we shall
know what the position is in the wheat belt.

Mr. J. H1. Smith: The country cannot live
on wheat alone.

Hon. P. COLLIER: People will not have
either wheat or butter unless we maintain on
thie wheat belt those who are now there. Is
it ivis,- to start upon this new p~roposal of
spending mioney when no Minister can see
his way through what is facing us concern-
ing the settlers on the wheat lt, withb the
position as it is to-day? I believe in the
necessity for developing the South-West. I
do not question Ministersi' opinions with re-
gard to its prospect of success. It is, how-
ever, well to remind them that there will
not be any self-contained holdings there for
many years. The M1inister gayq it may be
three or four years:- before the settlers are
self-contained. If that is so, his estimate
will be altogether different from our experi-
ence of the group settlements. A great
many group settlers have been on their
holdings9 for eight year., and are not yet
self-contained.. Malny of them have bc-en
there for seven yeaors and none of them is
self-contained. If we could succeed in bring-
ing them to the stage when they fire able to
maintain thems;elves for three or four years,

we shall have improved upon our espericice
in the groups by 50 per cent.

M1r. J. H. Smith: We can easily do that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Wonderful strides

are heing made in the South-West. Assum-
ing that the period of three or four years
proves to he correct, even that would he too
long just now. The Government cannot see
their way over the trouble that is facing a
great many men in the wheat belt. I am
zzure they cannot do so. We do not know
what money we shall get. The Treasier
told us this afternoon that although the
Loan Estimates covered a certain amount,
he does not know whether the money will
be spent or not, because he does not know
whether he will get the money. This is
money the Loan Council hope to get, hut
they may not he able to get it. We shall
probably be placed in the position of ha,.-
ig- to allow large numbers of men to walk
off their farms. in the wheat belt whilst we
arc launching out in a schemne to sm'-nd
money elsewhere. Then there is another
(question. Our experience has shown us tAt
there is nothing- more difficult than to make
a successful dairy faniner-it is munch more
difficult than to make a wheat farmer--out
of an inexperienced man who has no money'.
The M1inister has told us that for ever-y
one mnan who was wanted, 100 persons
applied. It does not matter what scheme is
launched, for every one juan required, 100
will apply. Thousands of men are out of
work, in a desperate frame of mind. They
would clutch at a stra-w to keep oft the lab-
our market. They are walking the streets
dlay after day with 110 prospects in front
of them. Of couise they will apply for
any scheme. 'They would apply even jo
the hopeless3 proposition of going hack to
the Peel Estate in order to escape their des-
perate situation. We have had the experi-
ence of men taken from the Laboxr
Bureau. I do not reflect upon any man who,
because he is out of work, has to register
at the Labour Bureau, but I am certain
they are men who have no money. Thecy
are also men, I should say, -who are entirely
without any experience of dairving. One
cannot learn all the int-ricaece of that in-
dustry as quickly as one can learnD to grow1

wheat It requires also a different tempera-
iuent and outlook upon farming life for a
man to he content to engage in dairvian. in
preference to wheat farming. We have tried
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inexperienced men from the Old Country
without capital. We have endeavoured to
make dairy farmers of them, hut have paid
mighty dearly for the experiment.

Mr. H. W. Mann: There are no holidays
on dairy farms.

Mr. Willeock: And no Sundays.
Pon. P. COLLIER: I ain afraid that

if we settle men at this tune in
heavily timbered country, men without
money, or experience, -we shall be con-
fronted with the same difficulties that we
met with in the group settlements. I should
like the Minister to explain one or two
points. He is reported to have said that
the Agricultural Bank has agrTeed to find the
money, that thc officers of the Hank agreed
to the proposal, that there was no guarantee
for the bank, and that the trustees -were pre-
pared to finance the scheme. What does the
Minister mean? First of all, wve are told,
the trustees agreed to the proposal, and
agreed to find the money and to finance the
proposition. How are they to find the
money?7

The Minister for Lands: It was in reply
to an interjection when I "was asked if the
Treasurer was guaranteeing the bank. I
said no, but that the money would come out
of the ordinary funds of the bank.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would appear-I
know the Mlinister did not mean it in that
way-that the Government were taking no
risks, but in some way the scheme was being
buttressed by the trustees of the bank, who
were to finance it. Of course they cannot
finance it. They mnay control and administer
it, but that is a different thing.' The finance
is entirely a responsibility of the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Of the Treasury.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The bank have no
funds apart from what they obtain from the
Treasury. The Government, aot the trus-
tees, are financing the scheme.

The Minister for Lands: They only find
the money for development.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They draw it from
the Government. The trustees can only con-
trol. the scheme.

The Minister for Lands: You will renier-
her the Treasurer guaranteed money at
Esperance to -relieve the bank of their
guarantee.

Ron. P. COLLIER: Whether the trustees
make advances that are guaranteed by the
Treasury or otherwise, the money all comes

from the Government. I do not know about
the officers of the bank having a-re t h
proposals. It seems to me to he the policy
of the Government. They conceived it and
decided to go on with it. They said to the
officers of the bank, "This is your job. We
are going to do so-and-so down here. This
is your work, and we are handing over the
administration to you." It is not a question
of the trustees agreeing to it. They have no
alternative if the Government say, "Here is
the policy we have undertaken. You arc the
offlcers "'ho are going to carry it through."
As officers of the Government they do it. I
cannot imagine Mr. MeLarty, knowing him
as r do, making a suggestion of that kind.
I am sure he was not responsible for putting
the idea into the heads of the Government, of
suggesting that they should take this on, and
of saying he would he glad to control and
administer it. The Government will not
deny it is their policy.

The MKinister for Railways: He is too
Scotch to give anything away.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would be a good
thing for the State if the Scottish instinct
had been given a freer rein during the last
eight years with regard to the groups in the
South-West. It would be a good thing if
the Scottish instinct dominated a good many
situations and controlled a number of
methods which are alleged to be Scote& I
wish to place on record my opposition to
the scheme that is now being launched. I
am confident that aUl our finanicial resources
will need to be conserved to get us over the
difficulty of handling- the men on the wheat-
belt.

A7ote put and p)assed.

l'ot c-f rmigrati on, £2,292:

Item, Officer in Charge £011:

Mr. H. W. M1ANNX: I wish to refer to a
point raised by the member for Fremantle.
Many migrants have been unsuccessful in
securing employment or doing well for them-
selves, and their friends in the Old Country
have offered to supply the fares for their
return. Until the passage money for the
outward journey has been repaid, however,
the authorities 'viii not allow such persons to,
leave the country.

Mr. Willeock: They are allowed to return
after tvo years.

Mr. H. W. MNANN: Only if they have re-
paid the cost of their passages out. If they
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jive to be a hundred some of them will never
earn the money or save it

Mr. Marshall: Do von think they could
do any better in some of the fish shops in
Barrack Street :

Hon. P'. Collier: Some of them will never
pay the money back.

Mir. 1". W. MANN: They are not capable
of earnin~g it even in tinies of prosperity.
The Fedeial authorities, will not allow them
±o leave until the cost of their passage, has
heen paid.

11r. Samplsun : Do you suggest deporting,
them in one of the State steamers?

Mr. HI. IV. MIANN: There is no power
nder which they can be deported. The
term is wrougly applied. Many of these
crnsmtances are brought under my notice

because of my association with charitable
..tganisations. flay after day we are com-
pelled to do something to assist these peo-
ple back to the Old Country. It would he
wvell if the Government took up the matter
with the Federal authorities with a view
to writing-off this money. It would help
the State if this money were written-off and
these people got rid of. They are an en-
cumbranc and a cost to the State.

The MTMISTER FOR LANDS: We have
already taken lip this matter with tile Fede-
ral authorities. It is a question of policy.
They say these people entered into an agree-
mieat to do certain things, that they knew
what they were coming to, and that, as they
and the Imperial Government have advanced
the fares, they do not propose to allow
these people to go until the money has been
mepaid. The 'y must stay in Australia for
two vears.

Hon. P. Collier: In the meantime they
-je being kept by our department.

The MINISTE R FOR LANDS: A little
while ago a youth was deported, but we
had to maintain him under restraint for a
long time. We tried to throw the respon-
sibility upon the Federal Government, but
they refused to accept it. I assure hion.
members that the ,satter will be taken up
again with the Federal Government. Uf
the relatives of these people have the money
to pay their fares home, about £C16 per
[lead, that would he the proper course to
adopt. There is now a Commonwealth offi-
cer in this State collecting migrants' fares.

Hon. 1'. Collier. I do not think the Corn-
iaonweahth Government will do any better

in that respect than our officers, whom they
blamed, have done.

Mr. WELLS: A resident of my district
came to see me recently. lie is a migrant
with a delicate wife and three children. The
wife's parents are prepared to pay her fare
hack and the fares of the children, and the
husband 6 prepared to iemin ixn Australia
and try to repay his own passage. Nothing
can be done in the matter, however. If the
Minister can assist these people to return
to thle Old Country, it would be well for
him to do so.

Mir. RAPHAEL: I protest against the
class of some of the migrants who have
beenx pennitted to come to Western Aus-
tralia. In Victoria Park a lady came to
see me last week. Her husband is an ex-
Imperial soldier. He was mental in Eng-
land, but was permitted to migrate to West-
ernl Australia at this country's expense. Now
lie is a burden on the State, which may have
to keep him for the rest of his life. He
will never be able to repay to the Federal
Government the fares that he owes. He
will hove to receive the invalid pension,
and his wife and children will have to he
supported. Then there is a migrant girl
who became a melancholia ease. No doctor
would attend her, nor could she be put into
a home. The Federal Medical Officer could
not do anything. The girl is now in Heath-
cote, where perhaps she may have to be
maintained for the rest of her life, or at
all events until she is fit to be deported.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The amount of the
Vote is much decreased, but I should have
expected a still greater reduction by reason
of the almost total cessation of migration. I
understand one of the officers connected with
migration is now employed at Nornalup.

The Minister for Lands: He is not em-
ployed at Nornalup. He went there to make
an inspection.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Nornalup is not his
place. There are men of far greater prac-
tical experience in group settlement. I
hope the Minister will be able to get the
Conmonwealth Government to write off the
liability for fares. Their experience with
anl officer of their own on the spot may help
to induce them to do so. As Minister I do
not remember recovering one of these debits.
I even tried prosecution. Some of the
debtors considered they were entitled to com-
pensation for having- been brought out here.
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It struck me what extraordinary morality
some people must have to owe money and
have no regard whatever for their liability.
The cheapest course would he to wipe the
whole thing out. Within the last 10 or 20
years a feeling has growl. up amongst cer-
tain people, "We owe the Government
money; well, the Government is nobody."
That feeling should be discouraged.

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: The
Vote has been reduced by half. Moreover
the State receives a certain amount of reve-
nlue from the Commonwealth, 5 per cent.
on the amount collected. A surprisingly
large amount is collected.

Mr. H. W. Mann: But the cost of collec-
tion is more than 5 per cent.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The only
cost is postage. There is an estimated reve-
nue of £1,000. The staff are not used only
for collection purposes. We are bound by
an agreement with the Imperial and Fede-
ral Governments, and we keep up the Immi-
grants' Home at Fremantle for sheltering
girls out of employment. In other respects,
too, assistanee is rendered to migrants for
short periods. The officer in charge of the
branch has been transferred to do other
work. At present lie is out among the far-
mers endeavouring to fix up jobs for the
unemployed.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Is so large a staf
neededl

Mr. Munsie: There are 14 clerks all told.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The total
estimated expenditure is £92,692, including
the salaries of the immigration staff, £637.
There has been a considerable number of
dismissals.

Mr. SLEEMA.N: At [lie Immigrants'
Home meals have been and are being cooked
for 175 people until such time as the Min-
ister can supply the Fremnantle single unem-
ployed wvith restaurant tickets as is done
in Perth or transfer them to Blackboy Hill.
Pending some such arrangement the borne
will have to be kept open and the staff can
scarcely be reduced.

The Minister for Lands: It is not proposed
to reduce the staff.

Vote put and passed.

Totc-Towen Planning, £1,737-a greed to.

Votes-Medical, £61,999. Public Health,
0864115:

Mr. MTIUNSIE: Does the Minister intend
to make at statement on these Votes? If he
does not, I will.

THE hI4STER :FOR HEALTH (Hon.
C. G. Lathamn-York) [9.59]: I was hope-
ful that hon. members would not require
a speech on these Votes, seeing that legis-
lation coming forward will involve the dis-
cussion of the whole subject.

Mr. M1unsie: Not the whole subject.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I sup-

pose the hon. member desires to speak about
the reduction of some £100,000 in the Medi-
cal Vote. However, that Vote anticipates
legislation, and I think the discussion may
be left over until the Bill is debated. After
all, the whole subject will come up for con-
sideration then. If there is any other aspect
onl which thle hon. member desires me to
touch, I shall be only too pleased to give
him the fullest information. Heavy de-
manids have been made on the Health De-
p~artment by time Commonwealth Govern-
menit. Under the provisions of the Health
Act, we formerly received 50 per cent. from
the Commonwealth on account of the cost
of treatment of venereal diseases, but we
have been notified by the Federal authori-
tics that, as from [lie 30th June last, they
refuse to provide us with any more money
under that heading. As the State has been
committed to expenditure for three months,
we have taken the matter up with the Fed-
eral Governmnt with the request that they
should extend their payment until the end
of the year. Western Australia is in the
unfortunate position of having a large terri-
tory, with lines of communication difficult
and far apart. We have pointed out to the
Federal authorities that it is impossible to
reorganise [lie staff immediately to meet
the demands of the altered position, and we
hope to receive some consideration in that
respect. During the year, certain altera-
tions have been made in connection with some
of the hospitals, but I anicipate there will
be very little money available from revenue
or loan funds for further buildings this
year-. 1 am sorry to make that statement
because of the many demands made upon the
Governiment from the agricultural areas and
other parts of the State for additional hos-
pital accommodation. In the past people
have provided 50 per cent, of the total
money required for hospital buildings, and
I anticipate there will be very little such
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money provided in the future. That will
mean that the State wvill have to find a large
amount of money. 1 do not desire to antici-
pate legislation that will, be dealt with next
week, when hou. members will have an op-
portunity of fully discussing the whole ques-
tion. I suiggest we leave the question of the
reduced vote until wve deal with that legis;-

flation.

hM MUNBIE (1lannans) [10.3] : It is
all very well. for the MiJnister to suggest that
we should not say anything about the re-
duced vote at the present stage. Not know-
ig- what the provisions of the Bill may be,

i do not feel disposed to allow the Estimates
for the 'Medical and Health Departmnents to
go through without some comment, Seven
years ago we had the experience of the then
Government introducing a similar Bill and
similar Estimates. If there is nothing said
about the reduced Estimates on this occa-
sion, and no protest is raised on that ac-
count, the ontside public may consider mem-
he'n of this Committee bare acquiesced in
the attitude adopted by the Government.
In this instance, it might be thought 'we
approved of the action of the Gov-
ernment. in proposing to impose a tax for
the upkeep of hospitals amounting to
£1L56,000. Personally I am not prepared to
do that. In introducing a taxation Bill this
evening, the Premier again quoted figures
indicating what he anticipated raising under
various taxation proposals. He again said
that the saving to Consolidated Revenue,
under the heading I have referred to, wouldl
be £70,000. I do not know what is in the
mind of the Premier, but the Estimates be-
fore us show conclusively that he antici-
pates collecting- from the people £156,000,
and on his own showing he is going to take
£105,000 into Consolidated Revenue. It is
useless telling me that Consolidated Rev-
enue will benefit to the extent of £70,000
only. Even so, I -woutd raise just as tren-
,chant a protest against the smaller amount
as I do against the £105,000. It is not fair
to introduce legislation to make people pay
a tax for a specific purpose, namely, to help
tli:b, lio,,pitals out of their present difficulty
and permit them to be run on proper linies,
and then to take the mioneyv so roised into
Consolidated Revenue. It -is not fair, genu-
ine or honest. During the period I had the
honour of controlling the Mledical Depart-
ment, I was continually criticised by mem-

bers now sitting behind the Government,
and particularly hy those representing coum-
try constituencies, on account of the enor-
mous amount of money I was spending on
the upkeep of the three large hospitals in
the metropolitan area, and the small amount.
of subsidy I provided for country hospitals.
Perhaps no other member was so critical as
the present Minister for Health. Now, when
that lion. gentleman introduces his own
Estimates for the current year, he provides
a reduct ion in the amount of subsidy for
hospitals amiounting to £2,896. The whole
of that amount has to come from the country
hospitals. What is the 'Minister, as a repre-
sentative of a country constituency, doing'
Ho criticised me because out of a total vote
of £68,863 the Labour Government spent

£C59,128 on the three large hospitals in the
metropolitan area. His own Estimates show
that the total vote provided this year is
£65,250, which indicates a reduction of
£2,896. The estimate is exactly the same-
£69,128-from the three metropolitan hos-
pitals! I warn country members that their
hospitals will suffer to the extent of a re-
duced subsidy amounting to £2,896, and yet
not a penny is to come off the subsidy for
the metropolitan hospitals. I want to make
it clear that the metropolitan hospitals were,
and are, merely receiving a fair deal in con-
nection with the subsidy paid. As a matter
of fact, many of the country hospitals wen'
getting far more proportionately than the
metropolitan hospital-, are receiving to-dlay.
On the other hand, the metropolitan hos-
pitals, being institutions with a greater num-
ber of patients, can be rim proportionately
cheaper per bed than the small country hos-
pitals. The 'Minister desires us to allow the
question of the hospitals tax to be passed
over until the Bill is before us. I again
draw hon. members' attention to the finan-
cial statement appearing at the foot of thlr
Estimates relating to the entertainments:
tax. I ask the M1inister to show the Com-
mittee how the figures submitted to hon.
members by the Premier this evening can be
borne out. T want some explanation from
the M1inister because the Premier was defi-
nite in quoting figures to shbow that the tot-i
saving to Consolidated Revenue was £70,000.
The figures I refer to have been compiled byv
the Under Secretary of the Chief Secre-
tary's Department. He is now, and has
been for the last 11 years, Secretary of the
Medical Department. I amn satisfied he is
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a gentleman who would supply only figures
that are absolutely accurate, both in regard
to the present Estimates and those placed
before hon. members in previous years. His
figures prove conclusively that if the Pre-
mier does realise his Estimates, be will not
take £70,000 but;£195,000 into Consolidated
Revenue. I want to know which is right,
the figures supplied by the Minister from
the head of the department, or the state-
ment made by the Premier to-night. I want
to know why the Minister has made a re-
duction of £114,630 in the Medical Vote this
year. What has been the motive for it?
Why has the reduction been wade? I know
the Minister will say it is because they are
going to put on a tax to get it back. But
that is one of the taxes in respect of which
the Treasurer will he £100,000 out in his
Estimates for this year. lie certainly will
be that amount short. He will have to get
it somewhere else.

Mr. Raphael: By another reduction in
our salaries I

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not think members
would agree to allow him to get that Bill
through.

The Minister for Lands: Surely you are
not in order in anticipating legislation.

Mr. MUNSIE: And so I amn expected to
say nothing abolit that legislation! I am
not prepared to sit down under it. I want
to have something to say about it, and I
want the Minister to give us an idea as to
whether the figures he submitted to us are
correct, or whether the figares quotedl by
the Premier to-night are correct. I am
positive in the morning--

The Attorney General: Not only in the
morning.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am positive that in the
morning members will see in the "West
Australian" the figures quoted by the Pre-
inier to-night on the Taxation Bill. They
will there see the definite statement that
there is 07 be taken into Consolidated Rev-
ernue from the hospitals tax £C70,000. I say
the Government are doing nothing of the
kind, and I hope the Press will publish my
statement as -well as the Premier's state-
ment. For I say the figures quoted by the
Premier to-night are incorrect, according, to
his own Estimates.

Mn. Raphael: You won't get that pub-
lished.

Mr. MKUNSIFE: No, I do not suppose I
will, hut just the same I will let the pub-
lic know it somehow.

The Minister for Railways: Broadcast
it.

Mr. MIINSIE: I might do that, too.
I am not prepared to sit down and allow
the Government to mislead the public of
this country as they are doing in regard to
the Medical Department and the hospitals
generally4 It is absolute misrepresenta-
tion of the facts, and I want to know what
the Minister has to say about it. It is a
most remarkable attitude for the Minister
to adopt to ask members not to discuss a
reduction in the main vote, one of the most
important votes in these Estimates, In
my opinion the health of the community
is the most important subject we can dis-
cuss. On that very vote the Government
in one cut have made a reduction of
£114,630. And then the Minister remarks
that he does not want to say anything
about it, that we should wait till the Bill
comes down. I aoza not prepared to do
that. I want to let the public know what
the Government intend if they get just
what they have asked for. I should like
the Minister to give us some idea of the
extent to which he thinks Consolidated
Revenue will benefit if the Bill goes
through. On the general discussion of the
Estimates 1 said what the amount would
he. There are the figures, and members
can work them out for themselves. Those
figures show unquestionably that £105,000
is to be paid into Consolidated Revenue.
The Minister declares he is not going to
say anything at all about it. If he per-
sists in that attitude, we shall be here
for another hour and a half at least. He
must give us some explanation as to why
he is reducing this vote by £114,630. It
is due to memibers that we should have
that explanation.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [10.15]: .1
should like a little information from the
Minister. The people of Pingelly a few
years ago collected some £C800 towards the
cost of a hospital. I went to the Minister
then in charge of the department, and he
pronsC that Piigelly should have pound
for pound up to £1,000.

The Minister for Railways: Hie was not
a member of this Government.

Mr. BROWN: No, he was the member
for Hannans. As I say, the people of Pin-
gelly collected £800 for the purpose of a
hospital. We found we could purchase a
suitable building for £800, so the people
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of Pingelly paid £400 and the Government
also put up £400. But the place has been
lying idle ever since, and there is in that
building £400 of Government money not
bringing in a penny. For want of the hos-
pital the people of Pingelly have to go to
Narrogin. They are working together now
getting up fetes and bazaars, and trying
to raise their fund to £1,000. I should like
to know if provision is made in the Esti-
mates for any assistance towards that
hospital, and if not why the Government
are content to leave £400O lying idle in that
building all this time. I do not know
whether any such provision is made in the
Estimates, and I should like that informna-
tion from the Minister, who might also
tell us whether, if the people of Pingelly
increase to £1,000 the fund they have sub-
:scribed, the promise of pound for pound
made by the ex-Minister will be honored.
The Government Architevt is to blamc
for the hanging up of the project. The
building we purchased for £800 was pre-
viously a private hospital that cost some
£C1,600 to build. The local doctors who
have inspected the building are of opinion
that with very slight improvements it
would be fit to accommodate patients, but
T understand the Government Architect
insists upon the expenditure of some £700
to render the building fit for the reception
of patients. Are -we to be ruled by the
Government Architect, or are the local
doctors. to say whether or not the huilding
is fit to receive patients? The Govern-
ment have put £400 into the building and
the local people have put £400 into
the building, and yet it is allo-wed
to lie idle, the Government making no
effort whatever- to induce the people of
Pingelly to finish the work on the build-
ing. Now that we are likely to have a
hospitals tat-, it is only right that Pingelly
should have a hospital.-

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
C. G. Latham-York-in reply) [10.20]:
Trader our arrangemtent with the Loan Coun-
cil we have given an undertaking that we
wtill not use loan funds except on revenue-
prodneing works. I regret to say that hos-
pitals cannot come within that category, and
wve shall be restricted in our operations this
year owing to that fact. Previously we used
money from loan funds. Any buildings this
yecar w ill have to he paid for cut of revenue,
and there is no revenue available for the

purpose. If our proposed legislion passe;
some funds may he available, but I am not
permitted to discuss proposed legislation.
Revenue will not benefit by the proposed
taxation. The only result will be that myv-
enue will not contribute to the upkeep of
hospitals in future.

LMr. Panton: That might go down with
sonc people who do not understand the posi-
tion.

The MNISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is a fact.

Mr. Munsie: You are going to tax the
people to get what you now pay out of Con-
solidated Revenue.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That is
so. The proceeds of the tax will not be paid
into revenue. It will be paid into a trust
account. The bon. member said he did not
understand the Premier's remarks on this
question. I think the Premier made the
position perfectly clear. He said that rev-
enue would not be required to find £104,000
which it had found in the last few years.
Previously the fees collected by hospitals
were paid into Consolidated Revenue. That
mioney will be available for assistance to
hospitals. If we deduct from the £104,000
the amount collected last year that we do
not expect to collect this year, £36,000, a
sum of £68,000 remains.

MNr. Mlunsie : But you intend to take
£C36,000 raised by the entertainments tax that
went to hospitals last year in order to bal-
ance that sum, so the hos;pitals -will not be
one penny better off.

The IWINIISTER FOR HEALTH:- The
hon. member knows that that sum was paid
into a trust account and not into revenue.

Mr. Panton: Was it not paid towards hos-
pitals?0

The MINILSTER FOR HEALTH : I am
not permitted to discuss the whole of the
ramifications of hospital finance at this
stage, seeing it is the subject of projected
legislation. What the Premier meant was
that it is not proposed to pay the £37,800
into revenue. It will be paid into the trust
fund, together with other funds raised by
taxation. I hope I have made the point
clear. The whole matter can be discussed in
detail next week. In reply to the member
for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) muchl as wve should
like to be able to find money f or hospital
buildings, we cannot do so this year.

Hon. P. Collier: There is £20,000 for a
railway. Could not you take £2,000 of that?
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
Leader of the Opposition knows that that
item may be there next year. The Premier
wade it clear that while he is budgeting for
£2,800,000, he may not be able to get that
amount. It would he wrong to lead the hon.
member to believe that that money will be
available. If there is any money left from
the proceeds of the proposed tax, we may be
able to use some of it,

Item, Perth, Children's Hospital, and Fre-
niantle, £59,128; Grants in aid of mainten-
ance, buildings, additions and repairs, fees,
etc., public hospitals, £6,122:

Mr. MIJNSIE: The Minister contradicted
me when I said that expenditure on some
buildings, particularly for additions and re-
pairs, had been paid out of revenue.

The Minister for Health: The member for
Pingelly was talking of a new hospital.

Mr. MUNSIE : A sum of £E800 was paid
for a building that had been erected for
years.

The Minister for Railways: But it was
for a new hospital. Where did the £40
come from?

Mr. M1UNSIE: That was half the pur-
chase price of the budlding, and it came
from loan funds. Additions costing up to
£320 were financed. out of this item last
year. In many instances the cost of addi-
tions has been paid out of this item. A
considerable amount has been paid to the
Perth Hospital for additions and renova-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I mis-
understood the hon. member. I did not
mean to imply that no money was taken
from revenue for hospital purposes other
than for maintenance. No provision is made
for new buildings- The item shows a redutc-
tion of £2,896 on the expenditure of last
year because we are not making provision
for any special. grants this year. We shall
have sufficient difficulty to get money for
hospitals without providing for special
grants. The hon. member knows what

- special grants refer to. The country hos-
pitals will not suffer more than in the past
as regards money for carrying on their ad-
ministrative work.

Mr. MIJNSIE: It is of no use the Minis-
ter saying that the 1 Government have de-
cided to mak-e no special grants this year.
No special grants were paid out of the
£9,736 spent last -year. Special grants were
made, but not from this item. The Minis-

[42]

ter is actually reducing the amount of sub-
sidy to hospitals. If members peruse the
Estimates for the last three years, as I have
done, they will find it is so. For what pur--
pose is the amount of £59,128 provided for
the three main hospitals? It is exactly the
same amount as the subsidy of last year.
The amount paid in subsidies to country
hospitals last year was £9,735, the amount
on the Estimates for subsidies this year is
£C6,122, and the reduction to country hos-
pitals represents £2,896. No special grant
was paid last year, and there is no provi-
sion for it this year. If these Estimates arc
adhered to, country hospitals will be Z2;896
worse off than they -were last year in re-
spect to their general maintenance fund.

Hon. K. F. TROY: The Minister gave an
assurance there would be no cutting down
in the grants to couintry hospitals. There
has, however, already been a cutting down.
1 appeal to him not to allow himself to be
used to the detriment of country hospitals.
There has been a tendency on the part of
the Medical Department to penalise people
who tax themselves for the upkeep of their
local hospitals, in order that special facili-
ties may be given to more payable institu-
tions. Publicity is obtained by the depart-
ment from the fact that some new installa-
tion has been made at Perth, Fremantle, or
North am. It might be imagined from the
large amount of money spent on these in-
stitutions that the department was most
proressive. It is progressive, except in re-
spect to country hospitals, where it is most
unprogressive. I have had a good deal of
experience of the department in the back
country. When times become bad there is
a tendency to reduce the vote to back coun-
try hospitals, and to spend the money in the
more populous centres. The tendency is to
penalise the country at the expense of the
city. In the back country there are many
good prospectors and other people out of
work, but they are never heard of. When
they reach the city, provision is made for
them. When the Government are short of
money they penalise the back country by
taking away officers and general facilities.
What is happening in other respects is
happening in respect to hospitals. I ap-
peal to the Minister to show sympathy for
those who live in remote parts of the
State, who labour wader heavy handi-
caps and arc entitled to consideration.
Bub for them the community would not
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exist. One would think that the Gov-
ernment would have regard for them. If
the country is to be developed they must
be retained in their centres and must re-
ceive consideration. They get no facilities
except in regard to hospitals and schools,
and should be allowed at least to keep them.
If mothers of families are to remain in the
country and bring up their children in good
health, they must be encouraged and con-
sidered. I hope the 'Minister will resist any
attempt on the part of the department to
penalise them.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
given members an assurance that we will
do the best we can for all sections of the
community. We do something for country
districts that is not done for the city; we
subsidise doctors. That policy was insti-
tuted by the previous Administration. The
salary of the doctor is made up by a eon-
tribution of two-thirds from the Govern-
ment and one-third from the local author-
ity up to a total of £750. This has led to
many doctors going into the country who
would not otherwise do so. Some hospitals
receive a larger subsidy than they are en-
titled to with the money we have, and ire
are trying to level them down a little. It
is, of course, difficult for them to adjust
their own financial position. I only wish
we had more money for them. I am in-
formed that the cause of the decrease this
year is that none of the additional special
grant has been provided. If that state-
ment is incorrect, I will put the matter right
when the Hospitals Bill is before us.

Vote put anid passed.

Vote--Attorney General £691,654:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [10.37]: This
is not a large spending department; mem-
bers will observe very little change from
last year. Where possible, economies :miave
been effected. I do not contend any grenl
effect upon the balancing of the Budget will
arise from anything to be found in my de-
partment. I shall be pleased to answer any
questions that are raised by members.

Item-Arbitration Court, £E2,212:

Mr. RAPHAEL: The economies referred
to by the Attoreny General have been ap-
plied in the wrong direction. I 1wish 'to

make a reference to some correspondence
that has passed between the secretary of
the Clothing Trades Union and the Crown
Law authorities. The first letter is from
the secretary of the union to the clerk of
the Arbitration Court, and is as follows:-

The apprenticeship examinations for the
stock tailoring and order dressmaking sections
of the clothing trades are usually held in the
months of April and October, and as we have
had no communication from the court to date
re the holding of the examination next month,
we would like to know what the position is,
and if the examinations are to be proceeded
with.

The reply from the industrial registrar to
the union is as follows:-

I beg to advise you that I have been notified
by the Treasury that there is no more money
available at present for the examination of a-p-
prentices registered at this court, I will there-
fore be unable to issue to you, in January next
the list of apprentices in the tailoring trade
whose examination should take place in that
month.

These girls, 250 in number, are to be pen-
alised by not being allowed to sit for the
examination, and the union representatives
have no power to investigate whether the
masters are training the girls adequately.
I have also to quote an extract from a re-
port submitted to the Arbitration Court in
July of 1920-

In presenting this, the 25th report, of the
examination of the order tailoring apprentices3,
your examiners wish to call attention to the
separate sheets, which give a detailed report
of each individual apprentice; also lists which
show absent, sick, left the trade, etc.; final and
progressive passes granted, and backward aip-
prentices. We regret to report that in a nuim-
ber of cases apprentices have not been taug9ht
according to the sequence of the syllabus laidl
dlown by the apprenticoship board for the pro-
gressive work of the various garments to
which they, the apprentices, have been inden-
tured. (On a separate list you will please note
names of employees and apprentices affected.>

Thus hundreds of girls arc hindered in their
advancement. Numerous cases at the Tech-
nical School will not he affected, because
they will be examined there. The girls who
are deprived of the opportunity should have
it restored to them. I ask the Attorney
General to reconsider the matter. When
£750 is granted to a stock inspector for
the purpose of silencing a g rievance, surely
the money required for the examination of
apprentices can be found.



[16 Oc'roBua, 1930.) 13

Mr. PANTON: I appeal to the Attorney
General and the Treasurer in this matter.
Members now on the Government side of
the Chamber talked a great deal about the
benefits of apprenticeship when they were
on this side. Western Australia
has one of the finest systems of
apprenticeship to be found in the
Commonwealth. The abolition of the
examinations will break down that system
and do grave injustice not only to the girls
mentioned by the member for Victoria Park
but to apprentices in all other trades.
Rationing, of work and cancellation of in-
dentures have already affected the appren-
tices seriously. Even those on half time
have to pass examinations before becoming
entitled to grade increases. Thus the aboli-
Lion of the examination means that from an
apprenticeship system we shall drift into a
junior employment system and have skilled
labourers instead of tradesmen. Boards
have been formed to examine the apprentices,
and the State is not in such desperate straits
as to be compelled to sacrifice all its young
tradesmen for the sake of £1,700. On this
subject a deputation is to wait on the
Premier.

The Premier: The Government will think
the matter over.

Mr. PANTON: The Government might
think too long, and that would he the end of
the apprenticeship system.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is ah-
surd to say that the apprenticeship system
will be wrecked because some of the ex-
aminations; are done away with.

M1r. Panton: Some of them?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. The

bulk of the examinations have not been
eliminated. I presume that many skilled
tradesmen served their apprenticeship prior
to the period, five years or so ago, when
apprenticeship examinations were initiated.

Mr. Panton:. More than five years!
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was

comparatively recently.
M.Panton: Of course, there were skilled

tradesmen before Western Australia pro-
gressed to any appreciable degree.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of course.
It was not the examination of apprentices
that made skilled tradesmen.

Mr. Raphael: That is not the point-
The ATTORNEY GEN2ERAL: The ques-

tion of examinations does not mean the end
of the whole apprenticeship system.

Mr. Panton: No, but it means that the
apprentices cannot get their grade increases
until they pass their examinations.

Mr. Raphael: And that is the point.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If that is

the position and we cannot conduct the ex-
aminations that are required, we will have
to alter it. It would be a gross injustice to
apprentices to say that they shall not receive
their grade increases until they pass ex-
aminations, and at the same time say that
they shall have no examinations set for them.

Mr. Panton: Some are examined quarterly.
Mr. Raphael: And some twice a year.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I presume

the practice differs in various trades. If it
is demonstrated to me that the shortage of
money that has resulted in this step, will
prevent apprentices securing their grade in-
creases, we will certainly have to take some
measure by which that will be obviated. My
position is a simple one. The Premier, as
Treasurer, is as hard as nails in these times.
He has told me that I can have £2,212 for
the Arbitration Court and £2,050 for con-
tingencies. It is just a question of how that
money can be divided up.

'Ur. Panton: You chose the weakest link
in the chain.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Even so,
I did not do this off my own bat. It was
decided upon after consultation with those
who have greater knowledge regarding this
phase than I have. My idea was that we
could make a saving in other directions. For
instance there was the question of report-
ing and typing. For some reason or other
all the proceedings in connection with the
Arbitration and Industrial Courts have bean
reported fully and the whole of the pro-
ceedings typed out and copies made. All
the tittle-tattle between the respective 'advo-
cates was taken down in shorthand and tran-
scribed. It may be that a saving could be
effected there.

Mr. Panton: Hear, hear!
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When I

suggested a saving under that heading, there
wvas a howl of horror and I was told that
the reporting of proceedings was of the
utmost importance. A man may be brought
before the court for having worked someone
two minutes overtime, and everyone knows
that for that offence the individual will be
fined 2 s.

Mr. Panton: The fine is mostly 1s.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Although
everyone knows that, the fact remains that
every word uttered during the proceedings
is taken down in shorthand, and subsequent-
ly typed out. I do not 'want to see the
examiinations cut out for the apprentices.
When the deputation waits on the Premier,
no doubt he will pass the matter on to me,
and I will see what can he done.

Mr. MILLINOT Ox: I had intended
speaking on this matter this evening btit as
the Premier has agreed to receive a deputa-
tion from the -killed trades for the purpose
of discussing the position, I am satisfied he
wvill deal with the matter sympathetically
and will advise the unions that the examina-
tions will continue.

The PREMIER: If the cutting out of the
examinations will result in the injustice to
the apprentices that the member fo-r Leeder-
vile indicated, they will have to continue.

Mr. BROWN: The Estimates show that
the local court at Pingdlly is to be closed.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot discuss that matter. We can-
not go back.

Mr. BROWN: I would appeal to the
generosity of the Minister to give me an
explanation as to why the local court at
Pingelly is to be abolished.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With the
permission of the Chairman, I would ex-
plain that a number of courts have been
closed recently because of the hard times.
We had to choose between cutting out some-
thing of real importance imposing real hard-
ships, and cutting out something that would
not inflict much hardship upon a few peo-
ple. Pingelly happened to be one so affected
because it was realised the court could be
closed without causing inconvenience to
many' people. Praetically no business has
been transacted there in recent years. The
total fees and revenue from the court last
year amounted to only £8 15s. 6d,

Mr. Panton:, Not even a drunk per week!1

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Lice-nsing, £-91,654:

Item, Magistrates, Z2,250:

Mfr. MNARSHALL: T suggest the State
could well afford now to dispense with the-
Licensing Board. I am not taking up this
attitude simply becanse of any recent ap-

pointment, -nor have I anything against any
member of the board; but I think they have
outlived their usefulness. Their original ap-
pointment, no doubt, -was warranted, but
they have completed the work for which they
were appointed and I do not think there is
any longer necessity for their existence.
Also they have developed into something
more than a licensing liani, and when visit-
ing my electorate they acted quite contrary
to the statute under which they work. Their
principal duty is to see thjat a citmminty
is properly catered for, but I know of in-
stances in which they have gone in the other
direction and forced upon a community uin-
suitable conditions, Only a year or so ago
a liensee in Wilnna, in order to comply
with the law, found it necessary to add six
rooms to his premises. He notified the
board of this, and they intimated that he
must submit to them properly drafted plans
in duplicate. As a matter of f act, there
was not in Wiluna at the time sufficient
paper for the drawing of those plans, and
so they were drawn on blotting paper. The
board refused to accept them, but had the
plans re-drawn in Perth. In the rc-drnwing,
those plans were completely altered. In a
hot climate like that of Wiluna it is neces-
sary to have the door and the window of a
room opposite to each other. But this won-
derful board altered the plans and put the
window alongside the door. The rooms had
to be built to those plans, and as a result
nobody can sleep in those rooms. I should
like to hear the Attorney General justiCy
the continuance of the board. Recently in
answer to questions that I asked in the
House, the Attorney General explained that
the board was acting in two different capaci-
ties, namely as a Licenses Reduction Board
and as a Licensing Court. This board has
made many mistakes, and I do not think
wve are justified in continuing it any longer.
The taxpayers should not be saddled withi
the cost of a board that has outlived its use-
fulness. Many people give the board credit
for the improvements they have made to
licensed houses, but I say that wvherevcr
this board has done good work it has been
due to the particularly good Act under
which the board works,

-Mr. PIESSE: I have no desire to cast
any reflection on the integrity or the ability
of the board, for I realise it is impossible
for them to carry out a close inspection
of hotels.
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Ron. P. Collier: It should be a feature
of their work.

Mr. PlESSE: But the hoard can only
make periodical visits to a country district.
Many of the country hotels that I know are
run very well, and on the whole there has
.been a distinct improvement since the ap-
pointment of the board.

Mir. H. W. Mann: Since the passing of
the new Act.

Mr. PIE SSE: But I think the whole sys-
tem is lacking in point of close inspection.
.1 cannot understand why the hoard does
not make greater use of the police. M~y
point is in regard to lavatory conditions
in hotels. One rule that should be insisted
upon is that every such lavatory should have
some light in it. But I know of one or two
hotel lavatories that have no light of any sort.
This may appear to be a small matter, but
it is important and should be brought un-
der the notice of the hoard. Many country
hotels provide very narrow bedsteads that
are quite uncomfortable. No bedstead
should he less than 3 feet in width. A con-
venience that should he provided at every
hotel is an enclosed telephone box so that
conversations may be conducted in private.
Some hotels provide a hot-water service, but
many do not. This is a necessary conven-
ience. At least two to-wels should be pro-
vided in each bedroom, and there should he
some regulation as to the size of towels,
because some are no bigger than pocket-
handkerchiefs. The police should make
monthly if not weekly inspections of hotels.

[ Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

Mr. H. W. MANN: Recently I put some
qluestions to the Attorney General reg&ard-
ing the powers of the Licensing Bench. I
do not know where they get authority to give
the instructions and orders they serve on
licensees. The authority is not derived from
the Licensing Act.

The CHAIR-MAN: On which item are
you speakingl?

Mr. H. W. MNANN: On the item "Magis-
trates, one at £850 and two at £700:'

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. member
may discuss the salaries but not the Act.

IMr. H. W. MANN: The magistrates should
give service for their salaries, and I ques-
tion whether they are doing so. When the
board were appointed, their main duty was
to reduce licenses where there was an ex-
cess of licenses. That work was completed

a year ago. As a licensing bench the magis-
braces are not required. It is unnecessary
to spend this large amount on a licensing
hench. One licensing magistrate, acting
with the district magistrate, could carry out
all the duties. Any further reduction of
licenses is unlikely. The magistrates tell
licensees they will not issue a license unless
some alteration is made or unless they pro-
vide two mosquito nets in each room. Re-
cently they have been asking licensees the
amount of their weekly takings and profits.
That is not within their province. Where
it is difficult to get water, they order bath-
heaters. The Attorney General might con-
sider the position when the magistrates' term
of office expires at the end of the year.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Some
members appear to want the Licensing Court
to extend their operations and others to re-
duce them. Some say they are interfering
too much; some not enough. Other mem-
bers complain that the magistrates are do-
ing things they have no power to do. If
any member thinks the magistrates are ex-
ceeding their powers, the matter is in his
hands.

Mr. Marshall: You know there is no ap-
peal from their decisions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Act
makes their decision on many questions
final. I think the magistrates have done
very good work. The standard of country
hotels has substantially improved since the
court was established. The Government
have by no means decided that the present
system shall continue indefinitely, and we
may or may not make an alteration.

Item-Police Inspection (Licenses Reduc-
tioit Board) Allowance, £50:

Mr. MEAR SHALL: Whbo is this offricer;,
what are his duties; and is this expenditure
warranted?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is a
special allowance paid to the chief inspec-
tor who accompanies the Licenses Reduction
Board on their travels and advises them.

Hon. P. Collier: He is the inspector of
the Licensing Court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, and
the payment is not extravagant for the work
ho does.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.20 p.m.


